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of the Nature, Extent er per- 
fection of GOD $ Goodneſs, 


(4.308 4 PSALM cxlv. . 


Los. ONE of 


bis tender Mercies are over ALL hit 
* WENT, a 2103 1 


PS©OSPO 3 of ſubject or hn 
timent, can v ell be expected in ſermons 
J on theſe common annual occaſions. A 
miniſter who has preached on them ſta- 

tedly twice a- day, in the ſame place; for 


little or nothing that is new, to gratify the curioſity 


of his hearers. Neither is this what he ought chiefly |. 


aim at, or they to deſire, at any time; $65 
| not on ſuch occaſions as — preſent. 


THE LORD' is. * % att; and. 


hfteen or ſixteen cars ſueceſſively, will probabiy have 
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1 ſhould have formerly diſcourſed upon the ſame 


6 Of the Extent and Perfection 
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A pay of religious thankſgiving, calls for ſineere 


Ene love and praiſe to ing * 1255 


earty reſolutions, by his grace aſh 


proper return to him for all his benefits & unmerited 


favors, by obeying his commandments, and-living to 
his glory. Thedivige coopht is, agcordingly. a 
ſubject to which One's thoughts 6Ught to be, and are 
naturally turned, on ſuch occaſions. This can never 
be an unſutable ſubject, whatever be the more ſpecial 
ground of our thankfulneſs ; "Tince we can enjoy no 
good, whether public and common, or private and 
ee ta the preſent, life, Ne 
future, but what flows from the fame eternal 3 


inexhauſtible fountain of divine goodneſs. - /F Every 


« 70 ift, and every perfect gift) is from above, 
oy phos lanes Fain.the Father of lights, with 
« whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turn- 
*ing.”* A day of thankſgiving cannot, indeed, be 
properly obſerved at any time, unleſs the meditations 
of the worſhippers are in a great meaſurx, if not prin- 
„ ee upon P divine 2 and ye? 
manifeſtations of it in and tow the. works. of 
redes * 8 Ne 

of N 


* K 8 W543. L302 $3 

IT is therefore ſuppoſed that no apology needs to 
be made, for the choice of ſo common'a fubje& or 
text, as that which I juſt now mentioned ; even tho? 


k \ " . 
kt 42 I 4+ 4 IÞ 


words, as I may have done, but am uncertain. My 


method of treating the ſubject at preſent, however, 


will at leaſt be different: Which is mentioned to 
obviate the prejudices of ſome Who cannot, 
perhaps, at all reliſh a ſermon the ſecond time, which 
ws might not have wholly diſapproved of the 
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GOD Goodneſs: 7 


Leer me add, thar J have a farther deſign at pre- 
ſent, in the choice of this ſubject, than merely to 
2 au to ſuch! reflections on the divine goodheſs, 

01 be particularly ſutable to this occaſion. I 
have in my view, by God's help, to give you 
ſuch a reqwaſeneation and idea of his goodneſs, as 
ought to be habitual to you; to animate” your 
piety, to ſupport and rejoice your hearts at all 
timès, and to have a powerful influence on your 
hole lives. Right conceptions, I mean rational and 
truly ſcriptural ones, of God's adorable attributes, are 
the foundation of all true religion. And theſe con- 
ceptions, if, inſtead of floating in the brain, they ſink 
into the heart, and are formed into a fixed principle 
there, called Farra' in the lan of ſcripture; 
are really the ſubſtauce of religion, and not mere- 
ly che foundation of it, as being neceſſary in order 
thereto. No man that has — conceptions of, or 
is thus rightly and habitually affected towards God, 
as being what he is, can poſſibly live a wicked life. 

He will as certainly bring forth good things out of 
this good treaſure in his Jinan, as a good tree will 
bear good fruit in the ſeaſon. And this will be at 
once delightful to himſelf, and pleaſing and honarary 
to God. We. ſhall then indeed, and not till then, 
offer up ſpiritual facrifices, acceptable to God by 
« Jeſus Chrift :? Who has himſelf ſaid, ** Herein is 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit * 1 
* ſhall * be my . 


Wu ar has 0 been 0 concerning the at- 
tributes of God in general, is very particularly and 
eſpecially true of his goodneſs, , A ſcriptural idea or 
conception of, and a firm faith in it, habitual to the 
mind, thro? the influences of the Spirit of grace, will 
be at once the ſource of great peace ani comfort to 
ourſelves, of hope and confidence towards'God, of 
holineſs in life, of happineſs in * and lie 

* te 4 8 
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« a;welbof living water within us, ſpringing up into | + 
everlaſting life ;? As our Lord ſaid of © the water] ;.; 
«/which-he ſhould give. Which the evangeliſt ex- ore 
plains by ſaying, “ This he ſpake of the ſpirit which vert 
te they that believe on him ſhould receive. Let all and 
then, not only believe, but, in the language of ei wh! 
ture: © taſte and ſee, that the Lord is good; -with- | 
but fear that they may err by thinking him better, why 
or more-extenſively good, gracious and merciful than I that 
he actually is. This is impoſſible, ' For if we can Ife 
believe thoſe holy men who ſpake, wrote and pro- Chi 

ed as they. were moved by the Holy Ghoſt ; ot, ¶ out 
in other words, if we can believe God himſelf, who nes 
„cannot lie,” The Lon is indeed oon to] fon 
A; and his TENDER MERCIES are over ALLY, b 
his works “And, ſurely, no One's ideas can mo 
exceed, no One's conceptions go beyond, ſuch aff ever 
goodneſs and mercy as this 3 a goodnels, which is it · ¶ or 
ſelf without meaſure, without bounds ; eternal, un- the 
limited, immutable goodneſs; and a mercy, that is | deci 
from everlafting to everlaſting, Your moſt exalted any 
ideas will fall far below this goodneſs. Man that is be. 
a worm, tho? he may have ſome general and juſt, can d 
yet have no adequate, no perfect conception of it; I th 
which is true of this, in common with the other at- u % 
tributes of God, which are all infinite; and therefore I i 
not to be comprehended by the higheſt” angels, thoſe f in h 
heavenly miniſters, who, as a flame of fire, do his 1. 
will with alacrity and ardor, hearkening unto f Gy 
the voice of his word. Canſt THov then, a mortal bele 
man, find out the Almighty unto perſection !“ Can hi 
thy conceptions riſe fo high as his goodneſs ! © Ir is 
as high as heaven, what canſt thou do? Deeper 
than hell, what canſt thou know? The meaſure 
thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than 
the ſea!” ® | Ar 20010 3s 4 


| Jeb XI. 7, 8, 9. rr 


Tub of 


2 & | = 
ei F GOD. . Goodneſs. . W ov 
Tn aT the true ſcriptural doctrine of God's good- 


neſs, may be abuſed and perverted ; that there is 
great danger of this; yea, that it is actually per- 
verted and abuſed by many, to the "moſt impious 
and deſtructive purpoſes; all this, I. fay, is very 
ns lower But what follows from: hence? 
that it ſhould not be preached to the world ? But 
why then, preach the goſpel to the world ? Is n 


f 


or 
that perverted and abuſed alſo ? Indeed the; geiße 
itfelf cannot be preached as it ought to be ;—as Jeſus 
Chrilt and his apoſtles themſelves preached it, with- 
out. preaching, at the ſame time, the boundleſs good- 
neſs of God. Wrong inferences from, and perver- 
lions of the truth, ought indeed, as far as may be, 
to be guarded againſt. But the truth, efpecially the 
moſt important and glorious truths, ought not ro. be 
even ſuppreſſed, and much leſs denied, leſt bad men 
ſhould abuſe them. The total ſuppreſſion; ar aft | 
the denial of them, in -thoſe whoſe buſineſs it is to 
declare the truth, is as criminal, in my opinion, as 
any perverſion of them by their hearers couſd poſſibly 
be, If any will, thro' the wickedneſs of their hearts, 
« wreſt” this doctrine, as they ſometimes alſo do 
© the other ſeriptures,“ it will be to their own 
« &:fruction.” But I humbly hope in God, that ir 
will not be to mine, to preach any döctrine contained 
in his holy word; and 5 ticularly this, “ That the 
* Lord is good to 'ALi. ; and his render mercies 
«over ALL his Works: Which, my Honoted and 
beloved hearers, I Hall, in his feat, or rather in 
bis Joye, endeavour more diſtinctiy to explain 
to you. - * ” 3 k g * "I; . ba WY TRAN PE 11980 N 
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1. Teo make ſome dhſetvaiions onthe gde 


of God in al. 
8 + | 
in general. I Lacy, 
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16 0 07 the" . Kd : toll Fefe 
55 fs Toblider the extent and perfettivh bf. it, 


ee ding to the rep reſentation in the text: 'Wherein 
dhe Lo&D 1s declared. to be o ονnn to ALL,” Kr. 


. Ts take a curſbry notice of ſome of the 92 
pal o jections againſt the divine goodnefs, 


70 205 To Sh boch application of rhe be 1 
a you of the 185 el of God to Us, 

th in temporal and ſpiritual reſpects; and by fuch 
inferences and reflections, as may at once tend to 
the honor of God, and ſhew what influence the con- 
nideration of his goodneſs ought to PAY, BH. our 


BARS Ae J manners. ——Let me then. 


155 Marz f 1 0 Seger lde on the goodnes of 
Gol in Wa 


here 

ky 

24 2 7 By the good wit TOO is pritharily intended 
the kindneſs, 


benevalence and bounty of his nature; 

25 r_goodnels a5 1.15 an attribute, or property, inberen 
„an 75 to bim. Leings wharlever, exiſt 
mier lome determinate manhef, having certain attri- 
utes, qualities or properties inketenr in them, which 
make th 11 to be what they ate. This is equally 
true of all. be i 7 by 

| inanimate, r tion or 5 crea or in- 
Seat, We LW, ſpeak, '© r think of Any 
particular being ot thing, bur as. it exiſts, or is Tup- 

poſed t under certain determinate prope 

3575 Git ſtinguiſh it from all others. For n Tin 
furely, can. conceive of any thing abſtracted fro 
ſtripped of, all its known qualities 3p 


1 6 9160 PE 


ings x without exception, Whether animate}; 


prope rties 
attributes; which are its eh. or al that . 


889057 ＋ Wes indeed, 
l 


fit. Derived, de 
able or changea their” They 
jay either loſe ſome which the * 
receive others which they had not; on ye in com- 


mong - 


* | abſolutely, neceſſarily and immuta 


17 

remain the ſame. And A | 
Tot. or acq uired, is conſitlered as an 
accident, or Taten propert y, in contradiſtinct- 
jon Fram thoſe which cannot be lot withdut che de- 
ſtruction of the being itſelf; and which are therefore 
called its R. * as being e to its 
yery exit N 


Bur in God, of N we eb] evi to think 104 
ſpeak wick the , profoungeſt reverence : In God, I 
thy" there is rid ſuch diſtinction, or difttibution of at- 
tributes, into eſſential and non-eſſential, In him 
nothing, whether power, knowledge or goodneſs, or 
any other quality, is accidental or adventitious, ac- 
quired or derived from without.“ * Fot who hath 
8 15 75 — unto him!“ All is eternal, all effential, 
all ly neceſſary : And nothing that is ſo, can 
cel loſt. And if God can neither acquire a 
property or attribute, which did not originally and 
neceffarily belong to him as patt of his eſſence, nor 
loſe” any ing which (id, he is of conſequence, in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe, as the ſeriptures expreſs It, ** without 
« yariablenefs, or ſhadow of turni 5 —wholly and 

the ſame, even . 
from evertaſting * to everlaſting.” * Accordingly, 
whenGod is ſpoken of as good, the primary meaning 
s, that ke is ſo in his wer nature, or clcatially good; 
as "neceſſarily & eflentially good, as he is eternal, wiſe, 
powerful oy omni 3211 And conſequently, counts 
ly good 7 at all times, Ee in all parts of the univerſe 
tho' the appearances, ot manifeſtations of his bod: 
neſs are, Ader, very various, as they muſt needs be, 
if there is 4 
time, to beh 
uf of the extent of Gods 
172 is conſidered o 
9 ential attribures, or XY ty of his — 

Wy. e 5 onal able; 550 botrowed 


8 GOD's Goodueſs.. 


£ 


mon language 
may be thus 


great eat yariety of creatures produced in 
old, or to Ake of his neſs. But 
odnefs hereafter : At 5 


yin. "ies as one 


where ſuch trifling is the moſt inexcuſeable. 


1 2 Of the Betent and Perfition 


precarious 8 as the pl of men and 
angels is in them, but as neceſſary as his being. In- 


deed, One need not ſcruple to call it a part of God 
himſelf, only as there may be an impropriety in that 


manner of expreſſion concerning the infinite God, in I 


all other reſpects in general: But it is no doubt a 


truly and as . a part of Kr = any other di- 


Yine ee S IS 90 


. & 1 


2. Tax goodneſs of God ET REL: bis benef- 


gente, or his good and , bountiful. 4456, as well as. the 
All beings act, at leaſt in 


goodneſs of his nature. 


general, according to their reſpective natures, or the 


e inherent in them. And if the great God be 


poſed to be eſſentially good, it is hardly, if at all 
ſuppoſeable, that he ſhould. not alſo do good: Tho' I! 


to ſay, it was or is . for his to. do... it, Ni 


10 be an improper.” way of ing; ſince 
vo very ſeldom, 1 5 freak of Lows Eng by 
choice, or with defign, as done neceſſarily. Be that 
as it may, ſtill chis e betwixt the , goodneſs 
of God in His nature, or as it is an attribute anherent 
in him, and his goodneſs as manifeſted: in his works 


Or doings, is by no means an inſignificant. apd un-]! 


ſeriptural one, like many others in common uſe ; and 
more eſpecially with reference to religious. ſv 2 
ou 
art good,” ſays the royal Pſalmiſt, * __ doeſt 
4 Ihe ſame diſtinction frequently occurs in 
the holy ſcriptures. And indeed, what is more na- 
tural, than from contemplating goodnels i in its ſource, 
to deſcend in our thoughts to the apparent effects of 
it in the works and providence of God ? Or, on the 
other hand, what is more natural, Ga from gonſi- 
dering the effects of divine neſs and. mer 
which ye either experience or. behold ,or rather bo both, 
to aſcend in... our imaginations to that . foun- 


tain of goodneſs in the — 8 nature itſelf, IE I 
T 


whence Wer flow ? 


e GOD's Gͥ]W 73 


Ir is by what creatures do, that we form the beſt 
ind ſureſt judgment of their natures, qualities and 
diſpoſitions reſpectively. For we have not the faculty 
of looking immediately at the heart or ſpirit, and 
ſceing what is therein, as God does, clearly, perfectly, 
and without the leaſt difficulty: A faculty, however, 
which ſome orders of creatures above us, may in à de- 
gree be poſſeſſed of, tho? not of omniſcience. Nay, 


ve know that God has, on certain occaſions, endowed - 
even men with this faculty. For the diſcerning 


« of ſpirits” was one of the miraculous powers con- 
fred. | : 
other chriſtians in the apoſtolic age. But, as was faid 
before, we judge of the internal characters and qua- 
lities of other men, chiefly at leaſt by what they do ; 
by their actions and conduct. And this is one way 
in which we arrive at the knowledge of the divine 
goodneſs. God “ doeth good ;“ and therefore we 
juſtly infer that he. is good,” even eſſentially fo; 
This way of reaſoning is at once concluſive 'and plain, 
being accommodated to people of all capacities in 
zeneral. .. But I am far from ſaying or thinking, that 
this is the only method of attaining to the know- 
ledge of God's goodneſs. On the contrary, the di- 
vine goodneſs admits of ſtrict demonſtration, a priori, 
to ſpeak in the language of metaphyſicians. And 
tho” this latter kind af reaſoning & proof, is much leſs 
adapted to the underſtandings of people in general, 
than the former; yet it has its uſes, and is really 


vaſt.importance. Yea, in ſome caſes it is much the 


beſt, and moſt convincing, to thoſe ho are acruſtom- 
ed, to ſpeculations of this nature. So that tho it is 
not ſo proper to he introduced into a common pgpu· 
lar diſcourſe, as the other; yet it is by no means t 


be geen vp as unſold, or inconcluſie. Which is 


what would, to be ſure, highly men of a ſeep. 
ical turn; who might flatter joy fon: that i thi 


argument were out of the Way, they could 12 — 


on the apoſtles, and, moſt probably, on ſome 


1 


07 the 2 and: Perfection 


#S +I © © 


ns enough againſt the viſible, uk bi works of 
od, to 110 the eſſentſal goodneſs 0 F. His nature, 
or at leaſt aſt to make others Perf, dubious about it. 


1 reaſon Why I do, not mention ryelajioh as 4 
n ook. of the divine goodneſs, is | is this : 
none who believe the ſetißkures pretend to 
F Te it, 5 wrong their conceptions, in 
me reſpects, may be concerning, it. And to pro- 
355 e. the teſtimony. of ſcripture in the caſe, could 


wer 54 end with thoſe who diſbelieve. and deny 


1 auth ap, off, may be. added, that , whoſoever 
believes any t ng 1 be true, upon the aasee or 
authority 9 f ol raking in his holy word, 
ſes him to be good, and to be before. e 
Fg: arguments My e Kind. For b 
truth, is certainly one branch of! oodnéſs. 4 {God 
4 not good, h e might deceive his creatures, and 
yr therein.” 1. that ſuppoſes any thing is A 
true, merely becauſe God) hath « declared 1 15 
et to his ſeal that God is true.“ He takes" it 0 
* herein, that 82 himſelf is a moſt, faith. 
ad. therefore a good being ; not a falſe or eyil 
8 or One of a juſtly fulpeRted character, For, 
upon the bi ns ppoſition., of his Pein, Yo who 
could rel 11 24 2 is Qwn . K Ap 
o ths " 128 5 bi face =, 105 whe Nha 
man ſpeaketh, unto is Res 17 as he # 4 
hav pk 


nig Nee 

"Tax e ad its 5 ori 

Lo: . ways be conſidered. 1 155 

ected with bis WYGR, 3. and 14S) 0 ny 

b its operations t is not to be W 9 a 
r 
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t of phnd ind, or ge 11 5 e from 
or A regard ta fitneſs and. prop! Fs 
agel 8 God. is. not. imply A dülpalittion in 


Lp XXIII. U. 1 ü do tio 22997 Samus 
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fs nature to do good, uncontrouled, ündirected 

Wiſdoch; fimilar te what is obferved i me of 

creatures 1 in certain inſtances. Infinite wildom, or 
the mot conſummate, the moſt perfeck teaſon, is in- 
diſſolugly connected th eſs in the great God: 
And the More is, und6ubredly, if One Ni ſo ex. 
ande the leading, regulating, and all a 


tribute of his nature; ih fuck ſort, that there a 
no exertions of mere power, or of mere goodneſs 4 
benevolence in hin; but every thing that is done 

y him, is dode accotding to the imtnutable rule Gf 
wiſdom, of perfect. reaſon ; of which He Yimfelf; ard 
only He, is in all caſes. an adequa bps ff God 
be ace an infigitely Knowing, rea le, and wile 
being 3 3 it is ſurely 90 preſump̃ 7 0 to fay, 10 — | 
x duty Kribily to belles, that He * 
whatever, acts; unreaſonably, or unwiſely. N 
this be the cale, as, I ſup po, is univerf; y acknow- 
ledlged in words at Year? by y all profe On 

what, was ſaid above, undehlably follows ; vis. this 
0 one of che actions of the grear God, ate therely and 

lely the exertions either of power of of gooduefs ; 5 

but al conducted by a wiſdom that cannot err. 


"F223 18 1 for the SHturss of God for a whole 
creation, that this is the cafe, Fot, in ſo wide- extend- 
ed, Hot to ſay boundleſs an oniverfe of things; 0 
various and com licated, what might be the cone 
quence—I ſpeak it with reverence and awe— 
what might be the. confequence of omnipotence ex 
eh 5 and giving Tloole to itfef, without wWiſdom to 
direck its d N. Lea, hat might be the, conſe- 

goodneſs or” benevolence itſelf, accom- 
ee Lich 77 ſtible po ower, bur not under the | 

G0 of” wiſdom, were 55 exett itſelf in the ma- 
nagement of ſo various, extended and complicated a 
ſyſtem ? What diſorders and Eonfuſſons ” What 


ccadful — might naturally be ag ae] 
om | 


- 
+ 


from the exertions of omnipotence without wiſdom, 
even tho” it were. accompanied by ſuch a blind, in- 
ſtinctiye benevolenae as that ſpoken of above? What 
miſchiefs and miſeries do we often ſee produced in 
this world, by weak mortal men that mean well, but 
have little or none of that wiſdom which is © profi- 
table te direct, to regulate their benevolent. in- 
tentions ? How often do very kind parents "deſtroy 
their children, even by their kindneſs itſelf, for want 

reaſon and diſcretion ptoportioned thereto ? What 
prodigious: miſchicfs are ſometimes produced, almoſt 

to the deſtruction of whole countries, kingdoms and 
mighty empires, by well-intention'd governofs, Kings 
and. emperors, who really 1egard the people under 
them with a paternal affection 3 but yet want wiſdoni 
adequate to their high ſtarions,&the buſineſ; of ruling 
and irecting nations? From hence we may in ſomẽ 
meaſure conjecture, if we are not afraid even to think, 
what might be the conſequence of boundleſs power, 
tho“ accompanied with univerſal benevolence, put not 
adequate wiſdom, exerting itſelf at once thro'out the 
ünierſe. The very tho't is ſufficient to fill One with 


Ir may admit of, ſome doubt, whether the effects 
of beneyolence thus exerted by an almighty Being 

eſtitute of wiſdom, might not be near, as fatal to 
the univerſe in the end, as poſitive maleyolence, ill- 
wall and cruelty, exerted after the ſame manner. For 
even in this latter caſe, ſore good might poſſibly be 
done, contrary to the intention of the doer ; as evil 
would certainly be done contrary thereto,in the former 
caſe. I do not indeed aſſert, that the miſchiefs pro- 
duced on the former ſuppoſition, would be equally 
great with thoſe done in the latter. But, that they 

uſt needs be yery great and terrible, is obvious. 

Vhat would become of laws, order and, in a word, 
of good goverament, without wilſdom to A 
2 La n ke eee ee em 


_—_ _ 
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them at firſt, and to ſupport them afterwards? Ever 
thing of this ſort, on which the good of the univer 
eſſentially depends, muſt ſoon come to an end, if he 
that rules it were not wiſe, as well as good and power- 
ful: Or, which comes nearly to the ſame thing, if 
he did not govern wiſely. For there is no material 
difference, as to the effects and conſequences, in theſe 
ſuppofed caſes, betwixt not having, and not exerciſing 
wiſdom, What is not uſed, is as nothing: He that 
has wiſdom, but does not employ it in what he does 
(tho? this very ſuppoſition ſeems abſurd, in itſelf) will 
act altogether as wrong and irrationally, as if he had 
none. And a blind man will find his way thro' an 
unknown country, altogether as well-as one that has 
gore eyes, but will not uſe them. We have there- 
ore, as was intimated before, the greateſt reaſon to 
rejoice, when we reflect that the goodneſs of . | 
God, is neceſſarily and immutably connected with 
unerring wiſdom; always directed thereby in its mn 
rations ; never exerted without it, and much leſs 
cont to it; which it were blaſphemous to ſup- 
ka mak > is becauſe the Lord of hoſts is ſo wonders 
« ful in counſel,” that he is fo © excellent in work» 
« ing.” * | e 


4. Taz goodneſs of God is what all men are nearly. 
concerned and interefted in. It is perhaps, ſtrictly. 
ipeaking, the moſt amiable of the divine perfections; 
nce God may be loved on account it, without 
particularly taking his other attributes into conſide - 
ration, in a manner in which he cannot be loved for 
any of the reſt, without the conſideration of this. 
Even wicked men may think with ſome fort of plea». 
ſure, on that I e of God which they abuſes. 
tho* the, thought of his other attributes rather mi, 
niſters diſquietude and terror to them, than comfort 
and delight. If it were proper to make any com- 


* pariſon 
Lai. 28. 29. "7 -Þ | 
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pariſon betwixt the divine attributes, or to ay that 


dne of them is more glorious than another, mankind 


in general, to beſure, would not heſitate much at 
calhng this the molt glorious, In a relative con- 
ſideration of chem, this might not, perhaps, be juſtly 
able to any exception. Indeed, God himſelf ſeems 
to allow us to conſider his goodneſs in this view; or 
as having, with reference to us, a peculiar prehemi- 
nence and glory. For divine revelation dwells much 
longer upon, and treats far more fully and diftmaly 
of this attribute of God, and the various manifefta- 
tions thereof in his works and providence, and par- 
— in the redemption of the world by his Son, 
any of his other' 7 tho? a all glorious 


— Fadotecvle.”; It is alſo worthy of particular obſer- 
_ vation; as, indeed it has often been remarked, that 


when Moſes beſought God to manifeſt his glory to 
kim, ſaying, I beſeech thee, ſhew me thy glory ;” 

the anſwer which he received was, 1 will make all 
© my goodneſs paſs before thee, and will be gracious 


a — I wilt be gracious, and will ſhew mercy on 


«whom 1 will ſhew mercy.” *' By which anſwer it 


r/plamly intimated, that the glory of God does in 
an eminent manner conſiſt in his goodneſs, grace an 


p _ 'So that the prayer of Moſes would be moſt 


Gd by God's pr him a manifeſta- 


Tur etberſity; duenne & imendtability of God; 
his infinite knowledge, wiſdom and boundleſs power ; 
his perfect purity, holineſs, and punitive juſtice; tho” 
all adoreable attributes, yet being conſidered inde- 
pendently of his bounty, clemency and mercy, rather 


_— and confound, than pleaſe or delight us, by 


appearing amiable to us: Eſpecially when we con- 
r, not only our own weakneſs, dence, and 


= 1 need of continual lpport a ſuccour from 


+; + the 
® Exod, 33 18 19. e 


w GOD. Gordaeſe,” ug 


the guardian care, and kind providence of God, but 
4 | ſinfulneſs and guilt, which at once render us un- 
© | worthy thereof, & naturally excite diſtruſt, diffidence 
and fear in us. What conſolation can weak and ſin- 
| | ful. creatures draw from a conſideration of thoſe 
y other. divine attributes: alone, or independently of 
5 | goodneſs/and mercy. ? They rather inſpire ſuch crea- 


r. tures with terror and amazement, than with comfort, 
k hope and joy. Whereas; being conſidered as inſepa- 


rably connected with goadneſs, which is equally eſſen- 
* tial to the divine natute, and exerciſed towards all 
* the works of God ; thoſe otherwſe formidable attri- 
butes, are, in a great degree, ſtripped of their terror. 
N, And not only ſo, but goodneſs does, if One may ſo 
expreſs it, communicate its on amiable luſtre & glory 
o chem; So that even we guilty creatures, if peni- 
tent, may contemplate them, as well as goodneſs it- 
to [elf, with delight and joy; as being a firm ſuppork 
o our hope, and ſuch a foundation of ſecurity and 
happineſs, to us, as even the moſt perfect goodneſs 
could not be without them. The divine goodneſs, 
therefore, being ſo intereſting a ſubject to us; the 
ground of all our hõpes as to time and eternity, it 
demands a very particular attention. And let me 
add, that it would be very «unnatural, as well as im- 
ous in any, to reſtrain, limit or confine it, in a 
anner not warranted either by reaſon or the hoh 
, CTCTTTS! oe on ei or eta 


. vw T6661, 26 gore Niet 
? | * ; OB Ae att oe oy ord” $14 41 oorit 
1; 5. Ir ſhould be ohſetved that the goodaneſs of Cod, 
1 0 hen oben of in 4 general way, comprehends many, 
. not ſtrictiy all of His particular moral artributes,;., 


ach; for example, a3 are diſtinguiſhed by the terms 
10.300... EIN 2 Of n 
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n- Þ It is:10 or 14 Years ſince te Author Fre the learned Dr. 
nd S. Cranxs Sermon on the Goodrieſs' of God: Butz if 
m de miſtakes not, there is a Puſſage in it, of which" f me 
he 1 Ft this Paragraph may appear an imperfect imij- 


20 Of ile Extent un Perſocriun 


mercy, clemency, kindneſs, compaſſion, pity, grace, 
Patience, forbearance, long · ſuffering, and even juſtice 
itſelf. That all theſe, except the laſt- mentioned, are 
only ſo many different hranches or modes of goodneſs, 
denominated teſpectively wih reference to the perſons 
to whom, or the particular manner and circuniſtances 
in which, God manifeſts that goodneis to his crea- 
tures, which in him is one ſimple, uniform principle: 
That this is true, 1 ſay, is very eaſy to ſee 3 and, in- 
deed, ſo generally allowed, that it ſeems quite need- 
leſs to ſpend time in the proof of it. But there are 
many perſons, who ſeem to conceive and ſpeak quite 
differently of the juſtice of God; as if it were not a 
mode or branch of goodneſs, and comprehended 
therein; but an attribute diſtinct from, if not in a 
degree repugnant to goodneſs. Theſe different con- 
ceptions of the matter, tho they may at firſt appear 
immaterial, are yet reſpectively followed by conſe- 
quences of à very important nature. I ſhall there- 
=_ very, briefly. explain, and endeavour to eſtabliſh, 
that ſentiment reſpecting this point, which was hinted 
aboye. - This I would do at once with all reverence 
to God, and with all due reſpect to thoſe, who have 


different conceptions of the matter. 

.) Trait in à wiſe and good earthly parent, there 
is really no ſuch diſtinction as that which has been 
mentioned, betwixt goodneſs ang alice, not even 
-in-ptmiſhing z but the former includes the laiter, a 
being one mode or manner of exerting, itſelf, and at- 
taining its end. For example; why does a truly 
"wiſe & good parent, when under the influence, not of 
mere paſſion and reſentment, but of reaſon only, 
Torrect his children, or puſiſh them for their faults ? 


1s it not in order to reform, and do them good ? 


Dor at leaſt with a view to the benefit of his other 
n 7 oeittti ia r at OOTERTS L $103 children, 
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children, or thoſe of the | houſhold ; that they 
may be kept 
from the like evil and hurt 
caſe, inflicting 
adapted to the good ends propoſed, is' plainly good- 
neſs, Tho' it is, and may properly be called juſtice; 
yet it is ſo far from being either oppolite to, or any 
thing really diſtin& from kindneſs and goodneſs, that 
the parent would be leis kind and good than he is, 
if he did not puniſn. If any parent examines him- 
ſelf, upon what principle he corrects his children, he 
will either find that it is this of goodneſs, or elſe find 
reaſon to cenſure himſelf as having been actuated 
therein by ſome impotent, irrational and unjuſtifiable 
paſſion; mere cruelty, anger, reſentment, or the like. 
And, indeed, the frail “ fathers of our fleſh;” tho in 
general kind and good, may yet ſometimes have cor- 
rected us thus, after their own pleaſure,” or from 
a ſudden, tranſient reſentment, rather than with any 
formal and poſſitive good deſign. In which caſe, they 


ul practices? In this 


muſt needs cenſure themſelves upon reflexion, as 
having acted unreaſonably. So that in a good pa- 


rent, as was ſaid before, there is no ſuch quality as 
juſtice, really diſtin from goodneſs ; not even in 


blow: ＋ * 


puniſhing : For it is goodneſs itſelf that gives the 


1 * : 


(2:) Tar' caſe is the ſame in civil government. = 
The molt abſolute ſovereign on earth, ſuppoſing him 


to be wiſe & good, makes no laws but ſuch as he at 


leaſt thinks for the benefit of his ſubjects; whom he 
alſo conſiders as his children, to be governed by him 
for their good. Neithet does he inflict TIRE; 
e ſup- 

port of his government ; if not for the — 4 
good of thoſe that ſuffer, as in capital caſes, yet for 
he good of his people in general, by way of example 
and terror, that good order may be preſerved. So that 
TIMO! | | WE ©- even 


ments, but what he conſiders as needful for 


under due OG and reſtrained 


uate puniſhment, or ſuch as is 
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even in this caſe of exciſion, or capital puniſhmant, 
the juſtice of the ſovereign is no real quality it him, 
diſtinct from goodneſs. It is goodneſs, or à regard to 
common good, that takes off the head of the traitor, that 
hangs the tobber or murderer, & that puniſnes other 
evil-doers: Without which, the ſovereign would 
beat the ſword in-vein;” i. e. would not anſwer the 
good and impertant end of his bearing it, the preſer- 
vation of order, public good and happineſs. I here 
is not the leaſt color, in this caſe, for ſuppoſing any 
diſtinction berwixt goodneſs and Juſtice in the prince z 
only as the former is a general principle, which com- 
prehends the latter as one particular mode of it. 
And the earthly prince, in the ſenſe of all mankind, 
nerates into a tyrant, if he 8 
for no better end, than to gratify his own atiger and 
meet. | This leads mt de brd. 1s 


(a. ) Tran — wiſe and gpod-patents and prin- 
ces, always overlook or perdon. the faults of their 
children and ſubjects reſpectively, whenever they ſup- 
poſe this may be donc, as in ſome caſes it may, con- 
ſiſtently both with the good of the offenders them- 
ſelves, and of others; or both with private and com- 
mon good. In theſe caſes, what wiſe and good pa- 
rent, of ſovereign prince of the ſame character, thinks 
himſelf bound in jaſtice to puniſh the tranſgreſſor? 
nay, does not chink himſeꝶ᷑ obliged in reaſan to te- 
mit the fault, or to ſhew clemency ? Would it not be 
apparently contrary to true goedneſs, in theſe ſup- 
poſed caſes, to puniſh for no good end, either with re- 
ſpe to the ns himſelf or others? Would 
ve another pain and ſorrow merely 


not this be, to gi 
for the ſake of doing it? And what is chis called a- 


mongſt men, but 1 4 en is in truth eomrary 


both to ice. It being therefore 
— that in e and good carthly parents 


and deere ens, Juſtice even in puniſhing, is 4 
322 not 
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n6ther name for goodneſs in one particular view, or 


vnder 4 certain modification of it, inſtead of being 
either oppoſite to, or an thing really diſtin& in na- 
ture from goodneſs itſelf : This, I ſay, being evident 
and undemabtke, I proceed to obſerve, 


(4.) Tnar the great and bleſſed God 1 
in his word, to repreſent himſelf to us very often un- 
der the character both of a Father and of a King. 
For, „There is One God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and thro? all, and in you all,” faith the 
apoſtle. We are the Offipring of God,” faith the 
the fame apoſtle : And “ of Him the whole family 
in heaven and in earth is named.” The title of 
Ning, is one of his uſual titles in c; . 50 He Is 
called I ping, our Saviour, the great lg. 
He is ſtiled the King of heaven,” as well as King 
« over all the earth.” And in my context, the . glo- 
ry of his kingdom” is ſpoken of ; which is an 
Y ever la ſti g Kingdom.” | 7 5 bes | þ | is 


(5:) Trovcn the analogy will not hold in all re. 
ſpects berwixt an earthly parent or king, and our 
Father who is in heaven,” or that great © king | 


eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God,” 
who hath © prepared his throne in the heavens ;” 
yet there can be no doubt in general, but that, 
when theſe titles are given to God in his word, 
the deſign is, to repreſent him under the character of 


the toiſeſt & beſt Father, the wiſeſt & be King; not 


that of an unreaſonable, unnatural, and cruel parent; 
not that of an wrwiſe and unreaſonable, a cruei and un- 
merciful king. None can doubt of this. 


{6.) Wz may therefore conclude from. hence, . 
That that wifdom and goodneſs, which are very im- 
perfect in the beſt earthly parents and kings, are in 


perfection in the bleſſed God. And that he governs 


his 


" 

, Wa 1, y | = By : - * 2 n _ \ 

EE 
D 1 —— 


1 


2 Of the Extent and Perfettion 


his great family, his univerſal kin according 
to thoſe general rules and maxims which are in them- 
felves moſt wiſe and good; ſuch as the wiſe and 
beſt kings govern by; only, as was intimated before, 
n an infinitely more perfe& manner. From whence, 
I think, (tho' it doth not become a mortal man to 
| Tpeak confidently in ſuch caſes) that it follows, 


.) Tuna there is not really in the great and 
orious God, any ſuch diſtintion betwixt 'goodneſs 
and juſtice, as has been objected againſt. ' For if any 
earthly parent or king ſhould act according to what 
that diſtinction ſuppoſes, and ſo puniſh. his children 
or ſubjects, not as neſs directs, or without a 
Davey ood and valuable end, ſuch parent or 
ing woul 


be reckoned therein, neither wiſe nor 
% good, nor even juſt, but unreaſonable and cruel. 
What ground is there then to imagine, that there is 
any ſuch kind of juſtice in God, diſtinct from, or 
rather oppoſite” to goodneſs? Does reaſon ſuggeſt 
any ſuch thing? No. Do the holy ſcriptures aſſert 
or ſuppoſe it ? No: nothing like it. There is there- 
fore, great reaſon to think, that this is a diſtinction 
only of man's making. There can, I think, be no 
conceivable fneſs, propriety or congruity in inflicting 
puniſhment, independently of an end to be anſwered 
thereby. Thoſe terms, when uſed with reference 
to puniſhing tranſgreſſors, ſuppoſe and refer to ſome 
end; otherwiſe they are unintelligible. And chis end 
muſt be either poſitively bad, or poſitively good : 
For what is, in every reſpect, indifferent, can be no 
end worthy even of human, much leſs of divine wiſ- 
dom. And to ſay that the all-wiſe and good God, 
has a bad or evil end in any thing which he does, 
were impious indeed ! The- concluſion from which 
premiſes, is too obvious to need mentioning. | 
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their children only for their own “ ple 


en | < they” verily for a few days chaitened us after their 
“ own-plenſure ; but He for our profit; that we might 
be partakers of his hohneſs—Afterward it yieldeth 
* the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs.*” No Man 
will deny, but that God is at once juſt and good in 
theſe chaſtenings. Goodneſs and juſtice in him, 


out any good end, either with reſpect ro themſelves, 
dom ? Would not this be in effect making his crea- 


ly bad and evil one? Would not this be; what is al- 
ways called unreaſonable and cruel amongſt men ? 
To ſay that the infinitely wiſe-and good God, puniſhes 


pinels, and even contrary to the common good of 
D 2 ** : AX thoſe, 
# Heb, 12. 6— 13. . K 
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g (8.) Tua God, our heavenly Father, chaſteneth 
and puniſheth his children in this world for their good, 
d is evident from numberleſs paſſages in ſcripture. And 
, there is one which deſerves a more particular attention 
e, | here, on account of the reference therein to the 
o conduct of earthly parents, who ſometimes: correct 
aſure:“ Where- 

as God corrects his for their “ profit“ © Whom 
d “the Lord loveth he chaſteneth We have had fa- 
ſs | © thers of our fleſh, which corrected us, and we gave 
y 1 * them revertence : Shall we not much ather be in 
at || ſubjection unto the Father of ſpirits, and live? For 


over all his works, ever puniſhes his creatures with- 
or to the other members of his houſhold and king- 
tures miſerable, either for no end at all, or a poſitive- 


any of his creatures merely for his own glory, with- 
out any regard to the preſervation of order and hap- 
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thoſe, to whom he was pleaſed to give being, appears 
to me at beſt very irrational. For what glory could 
poſſibly, redound to any being by acting , unrea- 
ſonably, or contrary to the dictates of true goodneſs ? 
It as peculiarly, abſurd to ſuppoſe that He, who ac- 
counts goodneſs his glory, ſnould aim at advancing it 
by ſuch a conduct ! % $1204 20]; Y:; | 3 
. 03 DO © 


10.) Tux great, bleſſed and glorious God, is in- 
deed an abſolute Sovereign ; He has an indiſputable 
right as well as power, to diſpoſe of all his creatures 
roma to his own pleaſure. But it ought not to 
inferred from hence, that he is an arbitrary being, 

in that ill ſenſe in which the word arbitrary. is uſed 
reſpecting tyrants 3 implying that they govern in an 
unreaſonable, unjuſt and cruel manner. Tho“ God 
is, in the higheſt ſenſe; an abſolute ſovereign ; yet in 
that ill ſenſe, he is not certainly an arbitrary Being; and 
og blaſphemous to think him ſo. The bleſſed 
God, tho omnipotent, tho' over all, and not accoun - 
table to any, yet exerciſes no power, no authority, 
but according to his infinite wiſdotn and goodaets. 
To act contrary to them, vd he to! deny himſelf,” 
and to act contrary to his own glory inſtead of 
advancing it; which are both impaſſible. So that 
the great anal bleſſed God may, with. the ſtricteſt pro- 
figty, be ſtiled, A ſovereignly wiſe and-gogd Being. 
f his power and dominion, on one hand, are without 
bounds, without limits, his wiſdom and neſs are 
equally unbounded, unlimited, on the other 3 and 
no leſs eſſential. to him than exiſpence itſelf... And 
et him that glorieth, ſaith the moſt High, glory 
_ < in this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord, which exerciſe /oving-kindneſs, 
judgment and righteouſneſs in the earth: for in theſ 
< things. / deligbu, faith the LoRD.“ * We anne 
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Bur I proceed to, conſider more — 


1 Tus extent and * of the divine good - 

eſs, according to the repreſentation in the text: 

herein it is declared, that the Lord is good to 
* ALL,” &c. And there are ſeveral» obſervations to 
be made here, preparatory to a diſtinct explanation of 
the} woda. ITbe farkt | is, 


HB" Ta ar the creatures and warks of God, nl 
and irrational, animate and inanimate, are exceeding . 
numerous. How valt is the number and variety of 
them, only in this lower world ? How many "differs 
ent-ranks and orders.af living creatures, excluſive of 
men, people this earth, air and water, from the moun- 
tainaus elephant, and enormous whale, down to the 
mite, too ſmall to be ſeen but ban borrowed microſco- 
pic eye? And how prodigioufl — the indi- 
viduals of almoſt every of theſe different ſpecies ? But 
when we raiſe our eyes and imaginations from this 
comparatively little globe, to the numerous and ſtu- 
pendous wotldfaboveand around us, to whoſe extent 
in ſpace there are no apparent limits, any more than 
to ſpace itſelf; and when we reaſon analogically from 
this to thoſe, we may with great probability conclude, 
that they are alſo; peqpled by a number and variety of 
creatures, proportionably greater than are in our o.¼n. 
Ho aſtoniſhing? bow ſurpaſſing imagination itſelf, 
then, mult their variety & number be-“ O. Lord, 
how manifold are 1. works? * nn haſt ton 
N them ALL ee e; 


Tur i of: * or eds in 
the-ſtriet notion of it, ſuppoſes creatures that are at 
leaſh ſemſtiue and perceptive, tho chey may be irra- 
tional. None beſides ſuch, are in nature 5 
enjoying the divine goodnels, the effects of it, or of 
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having goodneſs and mercy exerciſed towards them, 
God cannot properly be ſaid to be good or kind to 
the earth and water, or to mere inanimate, ufolels, 
Whercerwing matter. 


3. On the * hand you wil obſerve that 
ALL ſuch creatures as are endowed either with rea- 
ſon, or a perceptive faculty only, in how low 
a degree ſoever, are actually capable of happineſs, or 
able ſenſations. They are therefore naturally 
capable objects of the divine goodneſs and mercy. 
I mean, it is ſuppoſeable, or implies no natural im- 
poſſibility, that all ſuch creatures may actually ex- 
perience the effects of God's beneficence. As to the 
fact, I do not at preſent concern myſelf with it: But 
it is manifeſt that the Creator and Lord of all, may, 
without any inconſiſtency or abſurdity, be ſuppoſed 
actually good to all that are, by the nature which 
he has given them, rendered capable of ans 
in the effects of his goodneſs. 


4. or thoſe creatures that are wende of: enjoy- 
ment or pleaſure, ſome are doubtleſs capable of it in 
far higher degrees than others. Some have apparently, 
not only quicker ſenſes, but more in number than 
others. Some are but one little remove from lifeleſs, 
unſenſed matter: And the capacity for happineſs in 
all, is probably in proportion to the number 
and quickneſs of their ſenſes; or perceptive faculties. 
. It ſhould be added here, that all the inhabitants of 
this earth, men excepted, are apparently incapable of 
the greateſt & ſublimeſt pleaſures that we know of; 
thoſe of reflexion, moral virtue, religion, the know- 


ledge and love of God, and hope in him. Theſe are 


Pleaſures of a peculiar kind, Ren only to rea- 
en creatures. 
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5. From hence it follows, that tho? all are, ina 
degree, capable objects of the divine beneficence ; 
yet ſome may be ſo in a far higher and more eminent 
ſenſe than others. God may eaſily be conceived actu- 
ally good to all, & yet not equatly ſo to all. Or rather, 
it is evident that he is not ſo; as certain, almoſt, as 
it is, that he 1 is rr 18 to any. in any degree. 


6. Gov may properly be ſaid to be good and 
merciful to all thoſe, for whoſe welfare he pro- 
vides according to their reſpective natures and capa- | 
cities, however inferior. If theſe are upon the whole 3F 
happy, or if thoſe of an higher order might be fo, did - 
they not abuſe the divine goodneſs, God is certainly is 
good to them: And this, tho' a degree of pain ſhould 
attend their enjoyments ; yea, tho' an end ſhould be 
put to the exiſtence of ſome of them ſo ſoon after 
they began to be, that their term of life would be but 
as a moment. There is real goodneſs and kindneſs 
ſhewn them, even upon this ſuppoſition, however 
little: For whatever any enjoy, be it more or leſs, it 
j is from the mere goodneſs of the Creator. 
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y, | 7. 17 is ſuppoſeable; that in producing ſuch 4 

in wonderful, and almoſt infinite variety of worlds and 

s. creatures; creatures with ſuch different capacities 

in | of enjoyment, the infinitely wiſe Author of all, had a 

er | view to the general, common good of his creation; 

s, | and conſequently, that this variety itſelf may contri- 

of | bute thereto. Even we, who are ſo ſhort-ſighted, can 

of in many caſes clearly ſee how variety, due ſubordina- 

f; || tion of parts, &c. actually contribute to the beauty, 

w- | perfection and real benefit of an whole, or what is 

re | conſidered as ſuch. May not then, the amazing va- 

ba- riety obſerved in the one real whole, the UNIVERSE, 

|| poſſibly tend to the beauty, advantage and perfection 

ö chereof ? Or muſt we conclude, that becauſe we can- 
not re ſce and comprehend all the —_— 

an 
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and connexions of things thro out the univerſe, ſo as 
to perceive how this variety in every inftange actually 
contributes to the perfection thereof, therefore HE 
that made it cannot, or did not deſign it for that 
end ? A preſumptuous concluſion indeed | 


8. Tazxz is poſitive and ſtrongreaſon to think in 
general, that this is actually the truth: And the man- 
ner of reaſoning is ſuch, — ſo plain, that all in general 
may eaſily perceive the force of it, The argument 
may be reduced to a very few words, thus: This 
variety was not undc/igned, or produced for 10 end. 
Nor can it be ſuppoſed an indifferent thing in itſelf, 


whether it ſhould be, or not: No man of the leaſt 


reflex ion can imagine ſo. If then, it as neither un- 
deſigned, nor a matter of indiſforence in its own. nature, 
it muſt have been intended either for a poſitively 


wiſe and good, or a poſitively unreaſonable and maleua- 


lent end. There is no medium; this is the dilemma. 
To, ſay the latter, is nothing ſhort of a blaſphemous 
imputation of ar and malevolence to the Creator. 
The farmer therefore, is even demonſtratively the 
truth; viz. That this almoſt infinite variety amongſt 


the creatures of God, was deſigned. by him for, and 


therefore actually tends to, the ornament, perfection 
and real good bf the univerſe.—“ And ſaw every 
e thing that he had made, and behold, it was 


<« good ,” ſuperlatively, perfectly good. 50 
9. Tuis variety, order, & particular arrangement 
of the creatures and works of God, being ſuppoſed 
in the whole very good ;” all ſuch queſtions as 
theſe, Why one was not made another? Why men 
were made men, rather than brutes or avgels. ? Or 
angels, angels, rather than either of the other? Why 
birds were not made beaſts, & beaſts birds; & fiſhes 


were made ſiſhes, inſtead of beaſts or fowles? Why 


the loweſt, indiyidual of the loweſt 3 
BRE ade 
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1 the higheſt ; and vice verſd, the 
higheſt, not the loweſt I-—Allfuch queries, I ſay, carry 
their own futility & ſelf-· repugnance in their very face. 
They imply a plain contradiction, as much as it would 
be to aſk, Why Noah's dove was not originally made 
the ocean, the moon or a comet ? Or, Why the ſun 
that now lightens the heavens, was not made a glow- 
worm Ps it not plainly impoſſible, that a dove ſhould 
have been an ocean, a moon or comet; or the ſun a 
And is it not _— impoſſible, that 
men ſhould have been angels, or angels men, & ? 
There is, therefore, as much folly as impiety, in © the 
thing formed ſay ing to Him that ironed: it, 
dee made zer chus 7 n 12h 


* pokes 1 ſuch — — in thoin- * | 


tures capable of pleaſure, are alone capable objet of 
the e beneficence, ſtrictly ſpeaking; yet the 
ef God may be made — and t all 
al ber worte in ho inanimate and ſenſe - 
lag. Thus the earth, the ſea and this lower air, with 
all that is therein, may ſerve to manifeſt the good - 
neſs and merey of the Creator, while the heavens 
declare his glory. 


Tuzsz things being emily we may; now pro- 
teed to a more particular conſideration of the text. 
And the doctrine of the inſpired. Pfalmiſt here, cn 
1 the following paruculars 3 viz, 


* ak That the: Lotd-of all. is aQually coo ind 
kind to all the different ranłs, orders or ſpecies of his 
intelligent and ſenſtive creatures; all the ſpecies that 
ate n in whatever degree. \ 


ane That beiia likewiſe good; and kind t to 
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Tin, That all his viker works in general, tho 

incapable of enjoying his goodneſs and mercy, or the 

"IX of 2 yet ſerve or __ N n _ 
* 5 ng 2 . = 


ont r- That God i is , an abjolatel, 


fetly and merciful Bein wa 4. am in — 
bighett Comceiveale ſenſe. s 2 
a G 8 Nn 5 9. 
ter eee are very fairly Sinbad in * 
neral doctrine, or aſſertion of the text; That the 
Lord is to ALL, and his tender mercies OVER 
*.ALL:his works.“ Accordingly, I propoſe to con- 
fider and illuſtrate theſe points, rather as being the 
expreis doctrine of revelation, and to be believed on 
the authority hereof, than as things which are demon- 
ſtrable by natural reaſon, obſervation and experience, 
For tho? this is in general a moſt rational doctrine, 
for the proof whereof, arguments of the latter kind 
are not wanting, ſome of which may be briefly hinted 
at ; yet a proper diſcuſſion of it in this way, would 
require many diſcourſes, and fuch a kind of reaſon- 


ing alſo, as is not ſo convenient for the Tee 12 
4 — 2 3s - 21 221 F 
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To return then: $4 | 2 
g won 3 1 22-2624] 
Fixsr, The Lord of ai is aQually nid and kind 
to all the different iraxks, orders or ſpecies of his in- 
telligent and ſenſitive ercatures; all the ſpecies that 
are capable of happineſs, in whatever degree That 
God is good to angels, is doubted by none; and, 
that he is good and merciful to mankind, is, dete, 
allowed by all. The principal deſign of the holy 
ſcriptures, is indeed to ſhe che . riches of his good - 
neſs” to the children of men; eſpecially in their re. 
demption by his Son. He is good to the beaſts of 


the keld and foreſt, to the fowles of the. air, tothe 


fiſh of the ſea, to all the ſpecies o. reptil-s, to , every 
© 2 g 8 N 
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kind of inſe&s, the moſt inferior not excepted ; ſuch 
as ſhun the naked eye. All thefe he upholds in the 
being which he gave. He preſerves the reſpective 
orders diſtinct, from age to age. He makes ſutable 
roviſion for them all, and opens to them his ſtores. 
The holy ſcriptures, particularl the book of Job, of 
Pſalms, and the writings of Solomon, abound with 
reflexions upon the proviſion which the Author 
of nature has made, for the ſubliſtence and com- 
fort of the animal and ſenfitive creation. The 104th 


Pſalm, which is a pretty long one, is chiefly taken 


up with reflexions of this kind. The beaſts, fowles 
and fiſhes a e particularly mentioned as the objects 
of God's providential care: Theſe wait all upon 
* thee,” ſays the Pfalmiſt, that thou mayeſt give 
them their meat in due ſeaſon.— Thou openeſt thine 
* hand, they are filled with goad. * Soin my con- 
text (ver. 15 and 16.) £ The eyes of all wait upon 
* thee, and thou giveſt them their meat in due ſea- 
* fon” Thou openeſt thine hand, and ſatisfieſt be 
* defire of every living thing.“ Many ſorts of beaſts, 
filh and fowle, and even more inſignificant creatures 
are particular] inſtanced in, in the holy ſcriptures, 
as examples of God's uniyerfal' care, & objects of his 
kindneſs : Whales, oxen, ſheep, horſes, the oftritch, 
ſtork, &c. And our Saviour himſelf difdains not to 
ſpeak more than once, of the e of God ho 
bc rayens” and $6 . * 


Ir there are other planets or old infa6ftded; 00 
may be certain that God takes a ſimilar care of the 
various orders of creatüres in them, anſwerable to 
their reſpective natures and wants, © It were highly 
irrational to ſuppoſe, that He has made any one ſpe- 
cies of creatures, capable of ſenfation'in any degree; 
and then neglected it as below his provide ntial Care, 
n kinds of hing creatures that we know of, mans 
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feſt the wonderful wiſdom of the Creator in their be 
frame and ſtructure. And if he thought proper to rift 
exerciſe ſuch a truly divine art in the formation of ¶ inv 
them, ſurely he would not leave them unprovided lea 
for, and ſo, to unavoidable miſery, when formed. || fon 
Nothing, no ſpecies, ſutely, which God has created, | Hi: 
is too inſignificant for God to take care of. And om 
how could it be ſaid with any propriety, that his ten-] 
der mercies are over all his works, if any one whole I 
ſpecies were neglected and abandoned by him? I hov 


Bur is it only the various ſpecies, that God is good || his 
and kind to. ? not the particulars of which they con- ¶ this 
fiſt? That would be ſtrange indeed! And this brings || the 
us to the ſecond thing implied in the text; via. I} rabl 


- SzconDLy; That God is likewiſe good and kind of b 
to all the individuals of which theſe ſpecies conſiſt. E vou 
Every whole being made up of parts, and every ſpe - ¶ ſom 
cies conſiſting. of individuals only; it is not very eaſy N his | 
for common ſenſe to conceive how an whole, or a ſpe- bein 
cies can be kindly provided for by the God of all, as I plea 
ſame have ſuppoſed,“ and yet the parts, the individu- ¶ capa 
als, be diſregarded & neglected by him. Is God the I if he 
maker of the ſpecies only, not of the individuals? table 
That were a very myſterious poſition ; a curious'dif- of ce 
covery to match the other |. Indeed, they muſt needs ¶ miſe 
go together. For if God is ſuppoſed to be, the creat 
maker of the individuals, it follows as undeniably I ſenſil 
from hence, that he will take care of individuals; as N pain. 
it does from his creating the ſpecies, that hę take care I the 
of the ſpecies. The reaſoning that will hold. with is wh 
reſpe& to one, will hold equally, with reſpect to the Ffor tl 
other: If it fails in one, it will fail in the other alſo. fl 
And, as was hinted before, if individuals are neg- 
 _- IeRedor overlooked, it is plain that the ſpecies them- 
-t&vlves are not provided for, unleſs the ſpecies on 
2 . | © | A — 


4 - 1 We. vt 
# Id. Bolinbroke, &c. ac . 14 * 


- 
. 
1 


ſhew 
It wo 
temp 


7 GOD": Gude, , 38 


be preſerved, when all the individuals ate left to pe- 
riſn A providential care of the ſpecies, evidently 


ſome, why not of all ? Is, this too laborious a taſk for 
Him that is at once omnipreſent, omniſcient and 
omnipotent ? | . 


Bor how can Gad be ſaid to be good to all ?P— 
how could it be affirmed, that his tender mercies are 
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over all his works, if there were ſome of his creatures, 


d his works, originally unprovided for? To ſay that 


1- || this means only all the ſpecies of creatures, but not 


the individuals, is taking an unnatural and unwarran- 

able liberty with the holy ſcriptures, beſides the ab- 
ſurdity of the very ſuppoſition itſelf, and the ſetting 
of bounds and limits to the divine .goodneſs. Nay, 
would not this be to ſuppoſe God poſitively cruel to 
ſome of his creatures? There is no medium betwixt 
his being actually kind and merciful to all, and his 
being poſitively cruel and unmerciful to ſome. For, 
pleaſe to conſider, that when God makes creatures 
capable of happineſs and miſery, in whatever degree; 
if he does not alſo make proviſion for their comfor- 
table ſubſiſtence, and take a kind care of them, he 
of conſequence dooms them to inevitable pain and 
miſery, even without any fault of theirs ; ſince if a 
creature is actually made, and preſerved in a ſtate of 
ſenſibility, it muſt be either in a degree of — or 
pain. If it be not the former, it muſt of courſe be 
are ¶ the latter. And, upon the preſent ſuppoſition, this 
ith Nis wholly owing to God's not making that proviſion 
for the creatare, which was abſolutely neceſſary. for 
its well-being, according to the nature given it by 
himſelf. Now, let ſome very acute diſtinguiſher 
ſhew the difference betwixt this and poſitive cruelty ; 


tempt it. And when 720 One has fairly _ 
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involves the like care of the individuals thereof; at 
leaſt of ſome of them. And if God takes care of 
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It would be in vain for an ordinary genius d at- 
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this diſtinction, be will. probably be able to reconcile. 


\ ſuch a conduct in the Creator, with the expreſs doct- 
Hine of ſcripture, that he © ai eth the deure of every 
living thing.” But | | 


Ir will perhaps be ſaid, that the univerſal terms 
all,” every, and the like, are ſometimes uſed in a re- 
ſtrained, limited ſenſe: And that there are plain rea- 
ſons for, and an abſolute. neceſſity of, underſtanding 
"them in this limited ſenſe in many places of ſcrip- 

ture. This is granted: But then, they ought never 
to be thus limited, but underſtood 'in their proper, 
natural and untonfined ſenſe, unleſs there is poſitive 
| reaſon, or ſome real neceſſity for ſuch a limitation 
of them. Let any One who thinks it reaſonable and 
- neceſſary to limit the goodneſs and mercy of his. Creator, 

me w it to be actually ſo, and I will then acknowledge 
the reaſonableneſs and neceſiity of limiting the ſig- 
nification of thoſe univerſal terms, in which he is de- 
clared to be good and merciful to all, to every living 
thing. For unleſs you can prove the former, it 1s 
_ Impoſſible you ſhould ever be able to prove the lat- 

ter. Limiting the ſenſe of theſe rerms in the preſent 
caſe, is plainly limiting and ſetting bounds to that 
goodneſs, which is declared in and by them to be 
unlimited in its extent. Neither will any man, who 
really believes God to be good to all, ever delire to 
find out any reaſon for putting a reſtrained ſenſe upon 
the term all in the text. | 


Bur let vs, for a few minutes, take it for granted 
that 21/, here, does not literally mean all, or every 
individual; but that there are ſome individuals of 
every ſpecies, to which God is noT good ;—ſome of 
his works, over which his mercy is noT extended. 
How many then, 'of each ſpecies, ſhall we ſuppoſe in 
this firuation ;—thus forgotten or neglected by him 

l ; * 4 
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0 Lr us, for example, ſuppoſe one balf of every 

ſpecies, thus abandoned by the God and Father of 

„ I aſk then, Whether all theſe individuals, to 

which God 1s not good and merciful, muſt not inevi- 
tably be wretched ; each of them being left deſtitute” 

| || ofap per ſupply to its natural wants ? No One can 

doubt of this. All, for whole well-being God makes 
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no proviſion, mult of courſe be miſerable : For who 
4 des Him can provide for them? I aſk,in the next 


* 


- ce, Whether this ſuppoſition is conſiſtent with the 
= nd manifeſt deſign of the text, even tho? the 
„term all, twice uſed therein, did not literally intend 
every individual? J aſk, in the next place, Whether 
the ſuppoſition, that one half of every ſpecies are thus 
abandoned to unavoidable miſery by their Creator, is 
conſiſtent with his acknowledged general charatter, as 
a good and merciful Being ? Is not this ſuppoſition 
highly, and very obviouſly repugnant to that 
character; and therefore, to the honor of God ? It 
nay be again demanded, Whether they who think 
his to be the truth (if any ſuch there are) do not, in 
effect, unite in their imaginations the two independ- 
ent and oppoſite principles of the Manichzans, the 
one good, the other evil, into one ſelf- contradictory 
being, whom they call, and whom they worſhip under 
the name of, the One God and Father of all!“ 
Let me aſk once more, Whether this ſuppoſition of 
one half of every ſpecies thus abandoned, be not a 
very moderate and madeſt ſuppoſition, according to the 
repreſentations which iome perſons have given of 
ted | God's conduct towards one of the moſt confiderable 
en ſpecies that we have any particular knowledge of ? 
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e off Bur you will allow, perhaps, that the ſuppoſition 
ded. fl of one Ba, is too large; that it is not agrecable to he 
ſe in text, to reaſon, or to the general ide e Hod as a 
bim] good, kind and merciful being“ Half is indeed, too 

many, and ſhocks the mind at once !- underſtand  *» 
Lr you well. Inſtead of ſaying one half then, we wi 
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ſay only, one quarter. Will this ſuppoſition ſtand the 
teſt ? What One quarter part of every ſpecies, both 
of ſenſitive and rational creatures, abandoned thus to 
inevitable miſery by their Creator; and yet this ſame 
Creator declared in his own holy 'word, to be good 
to all -A guarter of all God's creatures of every 
kind and order, are a great many, ſurely, to be thus 
caſt off and forſaken by Him, whoſe render mercies 
are faid to be over all his works !—If you conſider, 
and recolle& yourſelves, I believe you will think the 
number till tomewhat % /arge—W hat ! a quarter 
part of the whole ! But if you will not yet give this 
up; let. me vary the language of the text a little, and 
_ paraphraſe it ſo as preciſely to expreſs your ſenſe of 
it, thus“ The Lord'is good to three quarters of his 
creatures, and his tender mercies are over three 
% quarters of all his works: But to the other quarter 
he is not good, kind or merciful ; but leaves them 
to unavoidable miſery and deſtruftion.”—WII you 
allow this to be a natural praraphraſe, or to give the 
genuine ſenſe of the text? No: it ſounds harſhly ; 
* and ſeems too much to limit the divine goodneſs.” 


— 1 


Wer then, let us ſuppoſe only a tenth, twentieth, 
fiftieth, hundredth, or, to cut the matter ſtill ſhorter, 
only one thouſandth part of the whole rational and 
ſenſitive creation, doomed to inevitable miſery in the 
manner before expteſſed Will you abide by this? 
Will you abate nothing of it? When you conſider 
the innumerable millions ot creatures, many of them 
rational ones, that muſt, even on this ſuppoſition, be 
wretched,does it ſit eaſy upon your minds ?--Is not the 
number, in the whole, too large ſtill ?—A 7hou/anath 
part of all, of every ſpecies, in all worlds; — probably 
enough to people thouſands of ſuch worlds as this !— 
How can that be; and yet God be an exceed- 
ing good, kind and merciful being ? I am perſwaded 
that, upon reflexion, you will not ſtand to this. 
ere SUPPOSE 
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Suppos then, but ten individuals, or five, nay, 


two only of every ſpecies, nay, but one; yet theſe 
muſt amount to a vaſt number. For the number of 
the ſpecies even in this little globe, is great; how 
prodigious then, muſt it probably be in all worlds 
taken collectively? And will not one individual of 


number to be thus doomed to unavoidable m 


each of them; amount in the whole to too great a 
ery, by 


Him who gave them being ? Is even this conſiſtent 


with his acknowledged general character as a 

and merciful Being? If you think ſoberly and im. 
artially, you will chuſe rather to leſſen the number 

ſtill, than to defend this ſuppoſition. '. | A 


Werl then, ſuppoſe but a ſingle individual of one 
ſpecies—Only let that be a reaſonable creature, capa- 
ble by nature of knowing and enjoying God eternally, 
whom he never diſpleaſed by any act of his !—No— 
It ſhall be but an irrational creature, and that of the 
very loweſt, the moſt inferior ſpecies, that is thus 
doomed to all the pain which it is in its nature capa- 
ble of enduring.—And can you ſeriouſly think that 
the Creator and © Father of all,” has pitched upon 


this poor mite, to make the exiſtence which himſelf 


gave, wretched ! Why? fin it could not: And is it 
agreeable ro wiſdom, eſs and mercy, to make 
an innocent creature miſerable thro* the whole term of 
its exiſtence, whether longer or ſhorter ?—If you 
are reſolved to defend even this loweſt of all ſuppo- 
fitions which the nature of the queſtion admits, you 
ſhould, I think, paraphraſe the text thus“ The 
* Lord. is good to all but one, and his tender-mercies 
«are over all his works, excepting a ſingie inſignificant 


creature, which either eſcapes his notice, or at 


* which he is angry, and ſo makes it miſerable, tho? 
eit neither has, nor is capable of offending Him.“ 
How do you like this paraphraſe ? You mult needs 
adopt one to this purpoſe, if you oppoſe what I am 

endeavouring 
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40 Of th Ertem and Perfection 
endeavouring td eſtabliſn the univerſal good 


neſs 
and mercy of God, in the higheſt and moſt literal 
ſenſe of the terms © all,” and “ every living thing,” 


uſed in ſcripture with expreſs reference to the extent 
of his goodneſs. 1 100 arge 

Ou Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaking of thoſe ſpurrbtos, 
& five of. which were ſold for two farthings,” ſays that 
«<. #04 one of them is forgotten before God.“ This 
may doubtleſs berfaid with equal truth, even of crea: 
_ tures inferior to ſparrows. And One need not ſcru- 
ple to fay; that the ſuppoſition of any of them being 
forgotten, forſaken and abandoned by him, in the 
ſenſe ſo often mentioned, is diſhonourable to God; 
an unworthy impuration upon his wiidom, goodiiels, 
mercy," & his providenrial care reſpecting à creature 


which he thought proper to call into exiſtente. So 
chat tho fone things and crearures; of which I have 
been ſpeaking; are in one view, indeed; very ihebn- 
ſiderable; yet the end purſued all along is of the laſt 
importance Bur if it would be diſhonduraBle to 
God, to charge him with treating only one of the 
moſt inferior of his creatures in ſuch a"thanijer, what 
Mall we think of that doctrine, which repreſents him 
as treating millions of millions of his rational cfatutes 
after the ſame manner ot rather, after 4 manner 
almoſt infinitely harder to be reconciled with wiſdom, 
goodneſs and mercy II will not ſay, What ought 
to be thought of it; bur leave it to your calm and 
ſerious reflexions. To proceed; I 


Tump v, All God's her works in general, tho 

incapable of enjoy;yg his goodneſs and mercy,” or the 

effects of them, yet ſerve for the manife/ ation there- 

of. In agreement hereto, by thoſe words, © all his 

works,” we may fairly underitand; not only his rea- 

ſonable and ſenficivecregty. es; but al his other _ 
v1 0145 J Fre 
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is not only kind to all his creatures that are capable 


objects of his kindneſs, but hath. left the veſtiges, 
the marks, and plain indications of his goodneſs, even 


of his tender mercies, impreſſed upon all parts of 
the creation ; all things being adapted to anſwer be- 


nevolent Fund reſpecting the creatures that are 


capable of enjoying good. This is no harſh. con- 
ſtruction of the words: But whether it is juſt or not, 


in point of criticiſm, it is undoubtedly true; and 
this ſentiment correſponds to what is declared in 
many other places of ſcripture. God ſaw. every. 
thing that he had made; — behold, it was very good. 
All his works are,accordingly,ſaid to be made by him 
in w:/dom, to praiſe him, and the like. Such — — 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have ſome reference to = ood- 
neſs of God's inanimate works, conſidered. with re- 
lation to his reaſonable & ſenſitive creatures, to whoſe 
pleaſure and uſe they are adapted; either by afford- 
ing ſubſiſtence to —— or p — the eye, ear and 
imagination; or being really beneficial in ſome 
other reſpect. It is not eaſiy to conceive, why they 
ſhould be called < very or ſaid to bil 2 
him,“ but upon the ſuppoſition of their be 

il kindly — to afford ſubſiſtence, — 


zht to creatures Fapeble of enjoyment. 

* ze indeed evident to ſenſe and, reaſon, that the 
whole viſible creation is the work of a good and mer-, 
cifulBeing,not merely of a molt intelligent & power-, 
ful One. The. nur, the admirable order and 
adjuſtment of the various parts, nothing ſuperfluous, 
nothing wanting, from whence reſults the harmony 
and beauty of the whole, prove the former as cer- 
tainly as — do the = Bogs 3. loudly.. proclaiming at. 
once the power, wiſdom and goodneſs of the adore-, 
able Creator. The ai, heavens, earth and ſea, be- 
ſides affording — and ſubſiſtence to ſo many 


millions 


f GOD's Goodneſs, * an 


without exception, . As if it had been ſaid, that God. 
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milkons of other creatures, are all adapted i in ſore 
degree at leaft, to the uſe and delight of man in par- 
ticular. Here are hamony to ravith his ear, beauty 
to feaſt his eye, grateful odors to regale his noſe, delici- 
ous fruits, hquors, &c. to gratify almoſt all his ſenſes 
at once. So that ample proviſion is made, only 
for his neceſſary ſupport, but his pleaſure and Light. 
alſo, within the bounds of reaſon, or a virtuous mode- 
ration. And if nature, or rather its Author, ſends 
diſeaſes, he alſo ſends remedies: Nor are there few- 
er antidotes than poiſons in the natural world; - tho” 
there is, indeed, now no tree of life” to be ſeen 


therein, of which we may © eat, and hve forever” 
here. But © wiſdom is a tree of life to them 


that lay hold upon her, and happy is every one 
that retaineth her; eren immortally happy thro” 
the ſecond Aram, the Lord from heaven, who hath 
* aboliſhed death, and brought life and immortality 
to light thro? the goſpel.” But not to digreſs: — 
There is no one ſenſe, natural appetite or want, either 
in man, or in the other inferior inhabitants of the 
earth, but the beneficent Author of all, has made pro- 
viſion for the regular gratification and ſupply thereof. 

Every viſible object in the natu al world, has a bene- 


reſpect to the other: creatures; not one of which is 
below the care of, or © ſorgotten before God. Even 
the extended barren ſands and deſerts in ſome parts 
of the earth, the equally barren rocks & promontories 
in others, and the inacceſſible precipiees, mountains 
_ and wilderneſſes in others, have their good and 
merciful ends, or uſes. They ſerve at leaſt tor 
ſhelter, and a ſecure retreat to the fowles of heaven, 
Where they may hatch and nurſe their young: And 
= = rene beaſts, and creeping things; leſt 


ſpecies ſhould; perhaps, be otherwiſe deftroyed 
dy! Max, chat TOs 18 before the Lord. „5 


8 we Tur 


with « | 1 


. FA. 99 


cent end; if not with relation to man, yet with 


ht . 


* AF AA 7 r Oro. Ir CZ _ Cc. ic. 


CoD G, : 453 


Tus benevolent uſes and ends of almoſt alt parts 
of the vible creation, are very obvious. And as 
to thoſe particular things, the final cauſes, or good 
ends whereof lie leſs open to common view; the 
more attentively they are examined, and the better 
underſtood, the more clearly do they manifeſt both 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God; ſhewing that the 


rarth is (indeed) full of his riches,” while the hea- 


vens proclaim his glory. In which view particular- 
ly, the- writings of King David, Solomon, and many 
other men of philoſophic, comtemplative minds, are 
of ſingular advantage, and redound greatly to the 
honor of God. The works of the Lord are great, 
++ ſought out of all thoſe that have 
His work is honourable and glorious, and his 
© RIGHTEOUSNESS endureth for ever. He hath 
* made his wonderful works to be remembered.“ 
The works of God, as has been intimated before, are 
honourable, and declare his glory 
cially, conſidered as “ good,“ and as having his “ten- 
der mercies” manifeſted in and by them. Yea, it may 
be queſtioned whether they are truly glorious at all; 
conſidered merely as the effects of great knowledge 


and power, or without any relation to benevolent ends. 


Certainly, no One could think the works of a male- 
volent or unmerciful being, tended to his praiſe and 
honor, whatever art, contrivance and power appeared 
in them. This art, contrivance and power, bein 
applied to evil and malicious purpoſes, would be ra- 
ther a proper ground for reproaches and execrations, 
than for ſuch praiſe and glory as are juſtly due to the 
ever- bleſſed God, who is good to all, and whoſe ten- 
mercies are over all his works.” 
1 e 17 tb ' { 7 
. .FouvrTHLy, God is therefore an ab/olutely, a per- 
fettly good and merciful Being; or good N 
eſt conceivable ſenſe. This follows evidently on 
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the text; and what has been diſcourſed upon it. 
According to this character of him and his works, 
goodneſs and mercy are the moſt pre- eminent, the 
moſt diſtinguſned attributes of God: For his unſearch- 
able wiſdom and infinite power, if One may ſo ex- 

reſs it, are but the minifters of his infinite goodneſs, 

eing wholly employed to accompliſh his good and 
gracious purpoſes reſpecting his creatures. Accord- 
ingly, the conſtruction which ſome learned men have 


put upon the latter part of the text, is this, that God's 


tender mercies are above all his other works, or the 
moſt-conſpicuous, great & excellent. However the 
critics may ſettle this point, ſtill: the important con- 
cluſion is equally obvious and certain; That God is 
abſolutely, univerſally. and perfectly good. It is ac- 


cordingly ſaid of him, by One that came down from 


heaven to declare and make him known to the in- 


with ſuch love, has any place in 
light, and in him there is 10 darkneſs at all“ 


habitants of the earth, that there is * none good but 
Ons, that is Gop.” - Agreeably whereto St. John 
ſays, ' God is LOVE :“ Words which expreſs, in 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt emphatical manner, his eſſen- 
tial, boundleſs and perfect goodneſs. . And it is wor- 
thy of particular remark, that tho* God is infinitely 
wiſe and powerful, &c. as well as good, yet he is ne- 
ver ſtiled in ſcripture, wiſdom or power in the abſtract. as 
he is here ſtiled Love. Perfect goodneſs, love itſelf, is 
his very eſſence, in a peculiar ſenſe; immeaſurable, 
immutable, univerſal and everlaſting Love. And 
nothing that is in any manner or degree inconſiſtent 

God : For © God is 


5 To me it ſeems at once impious and abſurd, as in- 
volving a contradiction, to ſuppoſe that we can even 
conceive, or have any idea of, a goodneſs and mercy 


more gonſummate, more perfect than any which a- 


ally exiſts in nature, or the God of nature. From 
ENS e = *.- 
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whence ſhould this idea, this conception of abſolute, 
perfect and unchangeable goodneſs come? Or how 
could we have it, any more than thpſe of unbounded 
ſpace, and of time without beginning, i. e. of im- 


menſity and eternity, if there were in nature no ſuch 


thing ? In theſe caſes, there doubtleſs is, and muſt 
be, ſomething which anſwers to the ideas; at leaſt, 
our mental conceptions, the copies, cannot ſurpaſs 
and exceed, cannot be greater or more perfect than 
any exifting original. 


Gov being ſuppoſed all- knowing, independent and 
almighty, the abſolute perfection of his goodneſs may 
be deduced from hence, together with all moral qua- 
lities in the higheſt poſſible degree. Such a Being 
muſt know what is in itſelf good, as an Ex b, viz. happi- 


neſs , and alſo know whatever is right and reaſonable, 


excellent and glorious : Which may all be compre- 
hended in doing good, He muſt alſoknow all the pofſi- 
ble means, or ways of doing it; and, which are the beſt; 


propereſt, and moſt effectual; ſo as to be ſubject td 


no miſtake or error. Moreover; being independent 
and all- powerful. he cannot be under any wrong bias, 
or have any difficu/ties to diſcourage him in purſuing 
what is right any end truly great, noble and ex- 
cellent. From theſe premiſes, which I do but hint 
at, it follows undeniably, that ſuch an all knowing, 
independent and infinitely powerful being, muſt alſo 
be infinitely, perfectly 
ſonableneſs of being fo, would undoubtedly determine 
bim to be jo. By which laſt expreſſion, I am far from 
deſigning to ſuggeſt, either that there was a time when 
God was not good, or that he might poſſibly have 
been otherwiſe: I mean the direct contrary in bo 


reſpects, viz. that as this fitneſs was eternally ſeen, | 
God was eternally good; and as he faw it necelatily,” 
he was as neceſſarily good; and yet not contrary. to 


his own will or choice, which were a contradiction ;' 
by | but 


good. The fitneſs and rea- 
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but in conformity thereto, even from eternity. For 
nothing was prior, not even the exiſtence of God, to 
his will to be good ;- or, in other words, to his good- 
neſs : For theſe are the ſame thing in the ever-glo- 
„ 


Bes1Dzs : If God is allowed to be now good in any 
degree, it will from hence follow demonſtrably, that he 
is eternally and neceſſarily, univerſally and perfectly 
fo; eſſentially and equally good in all times & places. 
Nothing is now a property in God, which was not fo 
from eternity. If he had ever been deſtitute of 
goodneſs, whence. ſhould it be derived to him? He 
muſt have eternally remained deſtitute of it, unleſs 
you ſuppoſe ſome other being greater and better 
than Him, „of whom are all things,” to.communi- 
cate an excellency to him, which he originally wanted 
in himſelf God was, therefore, both eternally and 
independently good. And if ſo, then neceſſarily. 
For there was not a proſſibility of that which is eter- 
nal, underived and independent, being otherwiſe than 
it is. The ſuppoſition that it might have been other- 
-wite, would involve the abſurdity of ſuppoling ſome- 
thing prior to eternity, able to make it otheru ue: So 
that it would be, ſtrictly, neither eternal nor indepen- 
dent, tho” it is ſuppoſed to be both. God is therefore 
eternally, independently and neceflarily good, at 
leaſt in ſame degree. And if in any degree, then abſo- 
lutely, infinitely and perfectly good. For whatever 
is neceſſary in God, is eſſential to him, or a part of 
his very nature: And God being himſelf infinite, or 
unlimited, all his properties or attributes muſt be ſo 
likewiſe ; ſince it would be a repugnancy, to ſuppoſe 
finite and limited eſſential qualities in a Being, who 
is himſelf neceſſarily infinite. God is then, not only 
eternally, neceſſarily and eſſentially, but infinitely or 
perfectly good. And if fo, then equally, univerſally 
and immutably good.in all times and places. For 

r * | it 
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i were a contradiction to ſuppoſe what is eternal, ne- 
o ceſſary, eſſential, infinite and perfect in God, to be 
1. I various or changeable; different in one time or place, 
. | from what it is in all eher. Such variety, ſuch mu- 

tability and changeableneſs, are demonſtrations of 

a temporary, precarious, dependent, unneceſſary, fi- 
wy | nite and imperfect nature.— Thus it follows from 
ne | God's being now in any degree good, that he is 
ly eternally, neceſſarily, eſſentially, univerſally, — 
* anner and imautably good. 


of Tur we appearances, or ao Pations of: diving: 8 
le goodneſ are various and manifold in different times 
and places, is not the leaſt objection againſt the ab- 
er || polute perfection and ſameneſs of that goodneſs itſelf, 
jj. in all others. This is no more than the natural, ne- 
eq ¶ oeſſaly conſequence of perfect goodneſs, in calling ſuch 
4 Na wonderful variety of creatures into exiſtence; who, 
ly. Ii they exiſt at all, muſt exiſt in certain particular 
7. times and And the external manifeſtations 
an Jof God's: dosdüg h Auf be juſt as various as the 
-r- | creatufes which he has made to partake of it. Which 
\c- || latter variety among the creatures being poſitively 
So || good, right and beſt, the former variety in the ap- 
-n- | pearances of goodneſs, are ſo likewiſe; inſtead of be- 
bre || ing any ſort of objection againſt the univerſaliry, per- 

ar || fection or unchangeableneſs thereof. The manifeſta- 
ſo- tions of divine power and wiſdom, are alſo. different 
er || in different times and places. And yet no one is ſo 
of || abſutd as to infer! from hence, that God is not eſſen- 
or || tially and equally, perfectly and invariably wiſe and 
fo powerful in all others: Tho” the inference would be 
ofe || altogether as juſtly drawn in the latter caſes, as in the 
ho former: Or rather, in both it would be wholly! 


nly goons and irrational. ; 3 2 
r E 83 Ns: 

uy Ls avixc the * e objettions that were to 

vor de Men notice of, and the — reflex ions ub 


it \ on * 


D 


12 
4+ 
| | 
1 
1 
. 
b 
, 
ö 
* 
＋ 
* 
q 


n 


* * wn». 
is "I" * 2 


48, * 2 — 


* 


. 


makes. Abd, v3, — 2 £03 BG [1 W's 
ve IO 

1. Trove, i it is Jemandirabls Certain upon prin- 
ciples reaſon, that God is perfectly good and merciful; 
yet, whatever ſinful creatures might imagine, they 
could not, without an expreſs-revelation from heaven, 
know that God would certainly pardon their ſins on 
repentance. This mi ſeem probable; but it 
could not be intirely epended on, to the excluſion 


The raft and all juſt cauſe for. uneaſy. apprehenſions. 
Bs rea 10 0 that punitive jnſtice is a branch of good- 

neſs, in ſuch ſort. that a perfectly good and merciful 
being may an, man caſes be obliged to puniſh, tranſ- 
greſlors, in purſuance of his general benevolent de- 
ligns towards his creatures ; for the ſupport of order, 


right, &c. on which the common good eflentially de- 


And how ſhould a e eſpecially One 
_ who has. been. ſo to a great degree, know; 
ciples, of reaſon, only, that he is, not. himſe al One 
thoſe whom it is, in this view, neceſſary for 
nitely wiſe and good God to puniſh, for a —— me: 
warning to others? None burGod himſelf, who know- 
ethallthings, certainly knoweth who may, or may not 
| be. pardoned, conſiſtently. with the eternal rule of 
right, of wiſdom and goodneſs z and under what, par- 


- ticular circumſtances.. The light ot nature leaves us 


more at a loſs reſpecting this —— than his own 
reaſon leaves a common mechanic, (who is quite ig- 
norant about affairs of ſtate and policy) whether his 
Prince ſhould, in. purſuance of the public good, par- 
2 a rebel, i Ge e e r 
ve F leap to this comforta 

5 wo = hinkelf is One of |, thoſe 
who may, and certainly ſhall be, forgiven of God. 
Pride, ſelf-love and mere vanity, may buoy.,up. his 
MF and preferye him from apy great FER 

ut 
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of nature actually leaves them. 


F GOD's. Goodneſs, 49 


about futurity. But if he goes no faſter nor farther 
than reaſon, or the light of nature actually leads him, 

he muſt at beſt be left (like an half-founder'd veſſet) 
to be toſſed upon the billows of anxious doubt and 


uncertainty, if not to fink into the abyſs of an har, 


rible ae: 50 


2. Ox principal end of Jeſs Chriſt's comin "g | 


into this apoſtate world, was to proclaim the glad 
tidings of pardon and eternal life to ſinners, as 

free Sf 0 God thro? his mediation ; Reerfiry 
thro' the atonement to be made by his blood, hea 


he ſhould © offer himſelf up to God, as a lamb with- 


out blemiſh and without ſpot”: Thereby ſupportin 
the honour of God's violated comman ments, ing 
the dignity of his government; ; in ſuch ſort, that 
guilty creatures might receive the forgiveneſs of ſins 
and eternal life, in a way the molt agreeable to infi- 
nite wiſdom; and therefore really more a reeable to 
infinite, goodneſs and mercy alſo, than if they had 
been pardoned and ſaved without any incervening 
facrifice Wor fin. Thus, by the chriſtian 2 

a light indeed from heaven, ſinful men ate deliyered 


from that ſtate of darkneſs and perplexity epeing IK 


pardon and a future ſtate, in waa the mere by 
on of grace, the goodneſs of God to, and his tender 


mercies over the ſinful children of men, are moſt clear- 
ly and gloriouſly manifeſted. It is bath a faithful, ſay- 
ing, my. brethren, and worthy of all acceptation, that 


Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave even, the | 


chief of ſinners. Take heed therefore, that ye, Te- 
ceive not the grace of God in vain , for he is not 
willing that any ſhould oil but hat ALL 
hoyld come 10 Wee 
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Go file Evtcu , Frau, 


3. 11 is greatly to be Aane nch that "his goſpel 
7 1779 — the glad ridings of great joy to 
ll people ; io full of heavenly peace, comfort and 
and ſuch à wonderful 189 ſtation of the love 
Hopes to mankind: It is much to be Tamented,. 
fay, that this . glo:ious goſpel of the bleſſed God,” 
ſhould be ſo perverted by many; ſo reſtrained as to 
the number of thoſe, for whole, falvation it was de- 
ſigned ; ſo narrowed, ſo clogged with needleſs diffi- 
culties and unſcri coral hinfetics, by dark ſyſtems of 
Den produced in dark and orrupt ages, as. .to 
ome NT, an engine for ditturbing truly pious 
9 775 chriſt ians with doubts and fears, than to be 
equate relief to awakened ſinners, by really ma- 
ili tlie riches of God's ney, to a guilty 
warld in a its proper extent, thro' H im that © gave 
If a RANSOM, FOR At, to be be teſtified in due 
time. 9 8 And 1 ſeriouſ] declare, that af. 1. were 
to form my conceptions 0 God's moral 4 7 A. by 
ſuch diſcourſes. as I have ſometimes heard an Tea 
and ſuch as were, by many, thought to be truly an- 
pelical ; inſtead of thinking Him reallf 85 to 
2 and his tender mercies over ALL his works ;“ 
entially 90d, and infinitely. the- beſt of Beings, 1 
could not but conclude. Him to be infinitely. moie 
unjuſt and 1 e 11 r e in the, uni. 
10 u 


vetſe ! 9 2 
14 17 194 1 22 


To OO 1c * to FROM 11 ine bleed: God, 


A Father of all, has no children here beſofr him, 
depraved as to ſuſpect that 1 have © extolled. his 


125 too much, or repreſented him Seller 
n he is !—O that 1 could praiſe him, more ! For 


by 


"66 who can ſhew forth all his praiſe - But if there 0 


are any perſons ſo degenerate, as to think their F 
ther in heaven too much konoured; inſtead of elit 
them, there is another title better adapted to perſons 


of 
* x Tim. II. 6. + Plalm 106.2. 


, cc. 


cc 
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of ſuch a depraved mind, than that of Sons, I muſt 
ain refer them to my TEXT, to the apoſtle John, 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the holy ſcriptures in 
general. I have ſaid nothing, as to the extent and 
perfection of God's goodneſs, but what I firſt learnt 
from them ; nothing more than God has re- 
vealed as truth. And if it is truth at all, it is cer- 
tainly moſt intereſting, important truth; to be 
known, and joyfully received by all, to the glory of 
God; at once to ſhew men what ſentiments, dif 
ſitions and affections, ought to poſſeſs their hearts 
with relation to Him, and to form their temper and 
behaviour towards others —Thus ſhall ye be, indeed, 
« the children of the HicnesT ; for he is kind un- 
to the unthankful, and to the evil. Be ye there- 
« fore merciful, as your Fa rHER alſo is merciful.” * 


* Luke 6. Chap. 


The end of the firſt Sermon. 
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Some Obj eckions 8 the 
"Goodnth of GOD conſidered ; 
and the Subject applied to the 
Occaſion, with practical Infe- 
rences and Reflex1ons. 


* 


PSALM CXLV. 9. 
THE LORD is good to ALL 3 and 


his tender Mercies are over ALL bis 


7 orRs. 


l firſt thing propoſed in leading this 
38883 important ſubject, was, | | 


1 1 It. To make ſome obſervations on eu 
PINS goodneſs of Gov in general : And the 


Ha. To conſider the extent and perfection of it, 
according to the repreſentation in the text: Wherein 
the Lord is — to be G to ALL,” &c. 


Tuxsx 


— 


"* 04 ObjeBlions a againſs. # the 


Tuzs things were — in the — 1 pro- 
cel therefore, by divine aſſiſtance, without repeat- 
ing any thing ſaid under theſe two heads, to the third 
propoſed; viz. 1 


— 


0 2 f oo 
III diy. To take a curſory notice of ſome of the 
principal objections againſt the divine * 


Howzvzx demonſtrable it may be from certain 
known and acknowledged principles, that the great 


and glorious God is perfectly good; or how fre- 


quently and clearly ſoever it, may be declared in the 
holy ſcriptures, that he is thus good; yet it cannot 
be denied, that there are many things, both in the 
viſible world, and in the ſcriptures eaves which 
may, at firſt view at leaſt, have the” appearance of 
conſiderable objections againſt it, This is not, indeed, 

a proper occaſion for entering very minutely into tuch 
matters as theſe. There is not time for it, if One 
were ſo diſpoſed. But yet it might, perhaps, be 
thought a material omiſſion, if I paſſed over ALL the 
difficulties that occur with reference to whatis aſſer- 
ted in the text, in total ſilence. ' And the preſent 


ſeaſon of the year * itſelf, ſuggeſts one en ; 


__ which I-ſhall therefore begin. 


1. Sou have found fault with the os of 
the world, or that courſe of nature which ſubjects the 
iakabitencs of this earth, both man and beaſt, to the 


extremes of heat and cold. A great part of che year, 
and another conſider- 
able part of the year, we are parched with exceſſive 
infelicity ? And how came 
ſuch a courſeof nature to be eſtabliſhed, if the Author 


it is ſaid, we are half frozen; 


heat. Is not this a great 


| „ ak,” * ics | 
Le it be here. bach obſerved, 
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Tear if this is any real fault or defect, it might be 
attributed as properly to a want either of wiſdom or of 
power, as of goodneſs.” Why ſhould it be imputed . 
rather to a defect of the latter, than of either of the 
e former, in the Author o nature ? ut. 
10 01 SIT a 
THz objection does, in n effect, anon to no more 
n chan this: That we are not placed in fo agreeable a 
it I ſituation, or in ſo delightful a world, as we may our- 
,_ Elves. imagine and deſire. Which, tho“ true, is not 
Ia more ſolid ohjection againſt the goodneſs of God, 


the ts = 


- than that we are not angels inſtead of men, and were 
e Naot oligigally placed in heaven inſtead of earth; or 
h N char there is variety in Sod's works. That this variety 
of Is the conſequence; of his being infinitely: wiſe and 
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1 Neood. and, therefore no objection {| either, was i 
þ Lobſeryed. in the foregoing diſcourſe. And if chat J 
\c {ybich falls to our lot, is not the moſt agreeable ſitu - ; 
e Nition of any; yet, ver we had not er any 4 


ze Might 9/8 beter A ; 36 0094 de u e 
YOW © 239 2204 
Gov merffally ＋ * us ay rs ** cloaking 
to defend us from the froſts of winter, and rains and 
breezes, to refreſh us in the heats of ſummer; there- 
bye mitigating the ſeverity, & the ſuppoſed inconveni- 
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of [ce of theſe alternate extremes. Beſides; this vis 4 

ne eiſſitude in the ſeaſons,the gradual changes from one f 

92 "th other, are in ſome reſpects very agreeable; | 
Thi 154. pleaſing; variety. According to my own 


4 teratleaſt, it is much more grateful than any one 
ve Ponſtagt, uniform, unvaried temperature of the air 
'ould be. This variety is probably much beſt upon 
he whole, even for thoſe that complain of it. Na- 
uralifts and learned #hyſicians have made it appear 
Peyond doubt, that theſe viciſũtudes in the ſealany- 
. N 7 much, for art ms EY to 817 he 
* WM. 2 ſtrengtk 
© See the th, sch and W ons te preceding 
— p. p. 29, &c. e cri 5 


Ne » 


* 


_ 


„ nt + aft — xe ep 7 2 


n in - * 
R 


. 
— 


36  Objettions\ againſt dd 


ſtrength and vigor of mankind, and other terreſtrial 
animals; and, at the ſame time, to the promoting of 
vegetation, and the increaſe of thoſe fruits, &c. which 
are needed for their ſubſiſtence, Moreover : 


By means of that particular oblique poſition of the 
earth's axis; from whence, in her annual courſe, this 
variety in the ſeaſons proceeds, a large proportion of 
the earth is render'd habitable, comfortable and fruit- 
ful, which would otherwiſe be abſolutely uninhabitz- 
ble, barren and defolate. If the ſun, to ſpeak ac. 
cording to the appearance, did not depart from the 
equinox, and alternately pay a friendly viſit towards 
the two poles, a much greater part of the earth about 
and towards them, would be uninhabitable by ex- 
ceſſive cold; and the courſe of vegetation would be 
intirely ſtopped; At the ſame time, that part of the 
earth under and about the equator, would be render'd 
equally uninhabitable and barren, by the fun's con- 
"Y _— beating upon it : And, as ſome have com- 
uted, at leaſt five ſixths of the whole globe would, 
by this means, have been intirely uſeleſs. There 
would rot have been proviſion made for ſo many 
men, and other animals, by many millions, yea mil. 
lions of millions, if God had placed the earth, and 
given it ſuch a direction, as ſome perſons in their pre- 
ſumtuous folly would have had him done, to pre- 
ſerve them from the imaginary inconvenience of the 
ſeaſons'! Theſe reflexions on them are, 1 think, ſuffi- 
cient, not only to reconcile us both to ſummer and 
winter, but to give us exalted ideas of the infinite 
wiidom and goodneſs of God in theſe viciſſitudes of 
nature. 4 ed | 4 | | 
2. Ont 
* Vid, Dr. Cuxvxx's Phil. Prin. of Relig. Ch. V. Set 
235 and 26, Where there are many curious obſervis 
tions on the ſeaſons, | 
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Divine Goodneſs confidered. 37 
2. Onz might here” naturally take occaſion to 
ſpeak of ſtorms, tempeſts, droughts, peſtilence,carth- 
quakes, and ſome other phenomena. in the natural 
world, which ſome perſons may conſider as objecti- 
ons againſt the goodneſs of God, But I muſt only 
obſerve in general, that ſome of the foregoing re- 
marks on the ſeaſons, are equally applicable to theſe 
other appearances. If they render life leſs ſecure 
and comfortable; yet it muſt be remembered that 
God, tho' infinite in goodneſs, is not obliged to put 

all his creatures into ſituations, equally deſireable; 
eſpecially ſinful creatures. Nay, infinite ae e 
goodneſs require the contrary. But ſome of the 
things abovementioned, evidently. contribute, in 
their places, to the perfection of the natural world. 

Others of them are adapted to anſwer the moſt im- 
portant moral ends, conſidering the nature of man, 
who needs to have hisattention pen, rouſed to 
religious and moral ſubjects. And if there are any of 
thoſe things, as I am far from thinking there are, 
which are not poſitively beneficial in either of theſe 
ways; yet they at leaſt proceed from ſuch general 
laws of nature, as are upon the whole moſt wiſe, good 
and excellent; and which could not, probably, be 
broken in upon, or ſuſpended in their operations, 

without great detriment, perhaps deltruction to ms 
world. 


3. Irix may * objected, that hain are ming 8 
nous, and other ae vegetables & animals. n 


Tarzxx are alſo many natural means of oecihiva 
tion from, and remedies of, theſe fu ee. evils: 
And moſt things that have certain ES quali- 


ties, being properly prepared by the art of the phy- 
ſic ian and chimift; are themſelves: the beſt deb 


and nge that are 1 ag in nature. 
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© As to thoſe animals thiat are troubleſome & noxious 
to mankind, they may yet enjoy pleaſure in life hen. 
ſelves: And wh told. us, that they ought to he wholly 
ſubſervient to the happineſs of man! Beſides; mankind, 
in the preſent ſtate, actually need trials and afflictions, 

as a means of promoting their moral good, and fu- 
ture happineſs. There is no doubt, but that this is 
one end which the infinitely wiſe and good Creator 
has, in the ction and preſervation of ſuch ani- 
mals. It ms probable, from ſome paſſages of 
ſcripture, that had mankind perſevered in their ori- 
ginal innocence, as they would not have needed ſuch 
afflictions, ſo neither would they have had them; the 
nature of the inferior creatures before the fall, hav- 
ing been different in ſome reſpects from what it has 
been ſince. Nor is it an impoſſible ſuppoſition, 

whatever a falſe, minute and ſpurious philoſophy may 
ſuggeſt, that at the © time of the reſtitution. | or reno- 
vation] of all things, ſpoken of by the mouth of all 
the prophets ſince the world begin,” * theſe mil- 
chievous and noxious creatures may ceaſe to be ſuch.— 
« The, wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard ſhall lie down with the kid: And the calf, 
* and the young lion, and the fatling together, and 
* a little child ſhall lead them. And the cow and 
„the bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lie down 
e together : And the lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the ox. 
« And the ſucking child ſhall play on the hole of the 
« aſp, and the weaned child ſhall put his hand on the 
** cockatrice den. They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy 
*in all my holy mountain: For the earth ſhall be JF, 
* full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters 
cover che ſea.” + es 


4+ War has Juſt now been ſaid, naturally ws | 
to mind another objection. How many millions of. 
we inferior creatures on- the earth, in the air and I, 


Watcr, 
A= III. 21. + kai, XI. 6—9. 


8 


water, ſeem to live and die in a miſerable manner, 
preying continually on one another; While all of 
them are, in ſome degree, the prey of man, who tho? 
ſo. much Jeſs and weaker than many of them, yet 
out- wits, and ſo plays che tyrant over them al? How 
does it conſiſt with the (goodneſs of God, to e 
Er N and e . in ſuch a ſtare 1 
iN * r p 
ſ Ir may be anfvered, that theſe animals, birds, aw, 
inſets, &c. appear in general to enjoy no t mall de- 
gree of pleaſure in life, while they are preſerved in 
it, according to their reſpective natures & capacities. 
Fhe bountiful Author of nature feeds them all, and 
ſopplies their wants. Leviathan, and all the watry 
des play, diſport themſelves, and rejoice for a time 
in the great deep, the lakes, ponds and rivers: The 
birds and fowles of heaven do the like in the air, 
0” cke water, or on the earth, as ſuits them beſt. The 
al beate do the ſame in the- paſtures, woods and foreſts. 
Ihe ſmaller animals, reptiles; and all inſects do the 
— Ilke. And men generally take a kind care of do- 
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he N meſtic animals, and of all thoſe which they either em- 


= ploy in their ſervice, or deſign for bare — 
| a0 ally ſeeding and __ * 1 0 hong 
MIT ©: tei "I 
wn | Ns v of che vntamed — &e; die 4 e 
* death without fear, and probably without much pain, 
h when they have run thro the courſes and ſtages / 
de ſangned to them reſpectively! And as to thoſe of 5 
Of mem that become the prey of man, or of one ano- 
ther this"is' ſeldom, if ever, till they have enjoyed 
much more pleaſure in life, than they endure pain 
in being deprived of it: Eſpecially hen it is con- 
dered, that their death is commonly almoſt inſtan- 
nhevgs'; and without * * ſuch uncaſy reflexions on 


hat f 1 or — Going reſ; futurityz/as'® 
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tures, vhether wild or tame, in all probability enjoy 
a ſurpluſage of pleaſurable ſenſations, according to 
their natures and capacities: And if ſo, the Author 
of their being is good and merciful to them. It 
ſhould like wiſe be conſidered, that thoſe living crea- 
tures, which afford food and ſuſtenance to man, or to 
other creatures, at the expence of their own lives, 
thereby do good to their devourers ; and fo, in a ſenſe, 
add to the common happineſs even by their tragical 
Bur if there are any of them, which do not enjoy 
a ſhare of pleaſure ſuperior to their pains in life and 
death; (an unſupported hypotheſis) yet how came 
you to know, that there is certainly an end of all, or 
any of them at death? Who told you that they do not 
tranſmigrate into, or aſſume other bodies ſucceſſively, 
in which they enjoy life in a more perfect manner 
than in the preceeding ſtate ꝰ Has God plainly re- 
vealed any thing to the contrary, in his word ? No. 
Does reaſon diſcern; any impoſſibility, abſurdity, or 
even improbability in this ſuppoſition ? Neither of 
them. Nay; there is ſome natural and poſitive 

d of preſumption, ot a degree of probability, 
that this is really the truth. It is certain that every 
living, ſenſitive creature, is endowed with ſome prin- 
ciple-diſtin& from matter ; call it ſoul, ſpirit or what 
you pleaſe, it is of no conſequence, All matter, all 
that is properly and ſolely ſuch, is evidently void of 
animal like and ſenſation, ofall feeling eee 
in every degree. The living, ſenſitive, feeling and 
ceptive principle, therefore, in all animals, inſects, 
4s immaterial, or ſomething abſolutely and in- 
tirely diſtinct in nature from matter. And this may 
ſuxvive the body, be continued after the. diſſolution 
ef the preſent organs of ſenſation, and live in another 
bodys 3f che Author of its being pleaſes it ſhovld : 


Tho 
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I Tho I do not preſume to aſſert poſitively, that it 
| will. But there is nothing abſurd, unſeriptural or 
irrational in the ſuppoſition : Nay; the transforma- 
tions, or tranſmigrations that are actually obſerved in 
ſome living creatures, render it credible in itſelf; and, 
in a degree, probable. But if the ſuppoſition is | 
ly a poſſible one, it is a ſufficient anſwer to the ob- 

jection drawn from the ſufferings of brutes and in- 
ſects, againſt the expreſs doctrine of ſcripture, That 
the“ Lord is good to all,” &c. Though, by the 
way, if this laſt, hypothetical ſolution ſhouid Wor given 
y up as indefenſible z yet, as was intimated before, it 
d I can never be proved that any one of theſe hving 
je creatures endures either more, or as much Pain, as it 
"r enjoyed pleafure, 1 in life and death. 


. 5. Ir will not be unnatural to proceed from . 
er || to that capital objection, which is grounded on the 
e- many ſufferings and pains of mankind in the preſent 
o. ] ſtate, too well known to need en 


of To which I anſwer, That maglicnd alſo enjoy many 
ve pleaſures 5 and, as is generally ſuppoſed, many more 
ty, || than are equivalent to the pains which they endure 
ry || in this ſtate. If we are ſubject to diſeaſes, the Author 
in- | of nature has alſo in mercy provided remedies. -» He 
feeds and cloaths us, and ſupplies our natural wants; 
as to moſt of us, in a very liberal manner. Moſt of 
the pains, both mental and corporeal, which mankind' 
ſuffer in this world, are of their own creating; they 
are the natural effects of intemperance, and other vices. 
And it would be very injurious to object theſe againſt 
that 1 which we pig * to--our 
own bun. e . | 


Ar leaſt ſome of the ſufferings of this * are * 
dicial and correct ve; brought upon us by — 


| 444 8 
* See page 29, Remark 6th of Serm. . 
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vidence of God for our ſins, to chaſtize, and thereby 


to reform us, in arder to our preſent and future good. 
And all ſuch eilt, as we may call them when con- 


ſidered merely in —— are actually effects of 
the divine dy e of —_ _ i ara 


1 


Bur e are — children, » * are — de, 
and ſoon die, in pain; before they have actually done 


any evil, or committed any fault. Be it ſo. But do 


you certainly know, that — they enjoyed in the 
womb before their birth, was not more than equiva- 
lent to what they ſuffered at the time of, or after it, 
in life and death? You have no proof of this, how- 
ever poſitive you may be. But, allowing: you to be 


certain, as well as confident, that theſe infants endure 
more than they enjoy, antecedently to their dying; 


are not their fouls immortal? And are they not 
ſtill in the hands of Him, who has ſaid, Behold, all 


*©{ouls are mine, as the ſoul of the father, ſo alſo the 
„ ſoul of the fon is mine The ſon ſhall not bear the 
Ainiquity of the father ?“ Is it not then, at leaſt 


ſuppoſable that ſuch infants, never having ſinned in 


any ſtrict or proper ſenſe, go to an happier ſtate than 


that, out of which they were taken? And if fo, their 


mothentary pains het, are no ſolid objection againſt 
the goon, s af God. Indeed, if there are any per- 
ſons who arr; that beſid-s theſe pains, they ſuffer 


hell for ever 3 it is doubtleſs impoſ 
this, not only with infinite good 
even with a very ſmall degree thereof. To ſuppoſe 
that they either properly committed any fin, long 


before they were conceived in the womb; or that 


the fin of Adam mrs is or can be ſo imputed to 
Ait $73 , them, 


— ag: Remark 8th ef Cem. 1. 0 16; Iniaib 
2 3 20. n: 16 4:9) tame A 5 . ] 99 >». 


the et wrath and curſe® of God, and ( the pains, of 
bie to reconcile . 


neſs and mercy, but 
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them, as to render them juſtiy liable to eternal miſery, 
without any offence of their on, is one of the groſeſt 
of all abſurdities. They who are capable of believ- 
iog ſuch unſcriptural and irrational doctrine, and of 
thiaking juſtice ſo much at variance with | 
wiſdom and mercy, as this ſuppoſes, are to be pitied 
.as. perſons of a ſadly depraved judgment. But if it 
were allowed that theſe <* infants of a ſpan long,” 
were juſtly liable to eternal torments, as ſome have 
aſſerted ; yet upon their own principles, and even ac- 
| cording to their own falſe idea of divine juſtice, God 
nay ſhew mercy to them. They do not pretend to ſay, 
that God is obliged to go as in puniſhing as he 
might go, according to their conceptions of. juſtice. 
So that theſe infants, upon any principles which ſup- 
poſe the immortality of the foul, may be eternal monu- 

ments of that goodneſs and mercy, againſt which 
their untimely death is thought an objection. And 
the bare poſſibility of this, 1s a ſufficient anſwer to 
that objection, unleſs it could be proved that ſome of 
them are certainly devoted to future torment ;—an 
opinion equally irrational, unſcriptural & antichriſtian. 
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6. Ir may perhaps be objected, that the ſcripture 
doctrine of Chriſt's atonement, or ſacrifice, is incon- 
ſiſtent with what has been ſaid concerning the per- 
fection of God's goodneſs , and particularly with that 
idea of it which was given in the preceeding diſcourſe, 
as comprehending juſtice in it; which latter is nor 
there ſuppoſed to be any attribute of God, diſtinct 
from, but one branch or mode of, his eſſential good- 
neſs. - If God be thus perfectly good and merciful in 
his nature, why did he not forgive the ſins of men 
without any ſacrifice ? without any reconciliation 
for ſin ? eſpecially if divine juſtice is nothing diſtinct 
a, in nature from divine goodneſs. What occaſion was 
II there for any atonement, upon theſe principles 2. 

e 
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Whereas the ſcriptures conſtantly ſuppoſe the need 
ol it in order io che pardon of ſin, 925 


Veron the principles of the foregoing diſcourſe, | © 
infinite goodneſs inſcif, conſidered in connection with 
infinite wiſdom, requires that order, and the higheſt 
veneration for the majeſty of God, his laws and go- 
vernment, ſhould be preſerved all his rea- 
ſonable creatures. Their own good effentially de- 
pends upon it. And this important end is moſt 

eſſectually attained by the facrifice of Chriſt, © by 

whom we have received the atonement.” We are 
aſſured in the holy ſcriptures, that God forgives the 
fins of men throꝰ this great ſacrifice intervening, ra- 
ther than without any, not becauſe he is in his own 
nature deficient in goodneſs, or not perfectly merci- 
ful, but becauſe he is infinitely wiſe as well as mer- 
ciful; taking ſuch a method herein, as is in its na- 
ture admirably adapted to magnify” the law, and 
make it honourable ;“ i. e. to beget and preſerve in 
the minds of reaſonable creatures, a juſt ſenſe of Gods 
authority, the dignity of his laws and government: 

Which, as was intimated before, is evidently beſt 

even for themſelves. In this ſenſe the apoſtle, hav- 
ing obſerved that Chriſt by the grace of God taſted 

death for every man, adds, “ For it g AM Him, 
for whom are all things, & by whom are all things, 
in bringing many ſons unto glory, to make the 

Captain of their ſalvation petfect thro' ſufferings.”* 

It became his wiſdom, it became his goodneſs, it be- 
came his mercy, even that very © grace of God, by 
which Chriſt taſted death for every man.” There 

was a fitneſs and congruity in it, as the wiſeſt and beſt 
method-for ſaving ſinful men, without any kind of 
reference to that common, but yet frenge fuppofition, 
af divine juſtice! being intirely diſtinct from divine 
goodneſs, Beſides ; . q . 7 | 
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Tur ſcriptures uniformly ſpeak of Chriſt's media- 
tion, and his dying for ſinners, as the effect or con- 
ſequence of God's original goodneſs and mercy. 
God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son,“ &c, In this was manifeſted the love 
« of God towards us—He loved us, and ſent bis Sen 
to be the propitiation for our fins. f Thele repre- 
ſentations of Chriſt's dying, © the juſt for the unjuſt,” 
as conſequential to, and the efe# of, God's love, mercy . 
and grace, are ſo far from ſuppolin any ſuch juſtice , 
in God as is often ſpoken! of, iſtine: in nature from 
goodneſs, and to ſatisfy which, it is faid, Chriſt died; 0 
that they appear to me abfoluteiy irreconcileable 
therewith. Neither does it ſeem even poſſible to 
aſſert, and ſolidly to maintain, this moſt -importarit 
doctrine of our redemption by the blood of Chriſt," 
but upon the ſuppoſition of its being the wiſeſt and 
beſt, 1. e. the molt benevolent and gracious method 
of diſpenſing pardon and life to ſinners ; in ſuch a 
ſenſe as wholly and forever to exclude any ſuch idea 
of divine juſtice, as is often given us. Tho, by the 
way, theſe things ate not ſaid by me, but with! aan 
high veneration for thoſe many wiſe and excellent 
men, who either have, or ſeem to wavy; Nene con- JA 
0e of this matter. ane i 157100 * 
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7. How mall we * the Fac of God's 
leaving the whole heathen world to unavoidable 4 
eternal 2 with 1 goodnels and wry 21220 
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| To this it will — fofficient to anſwer- in general, 
firſt, That it is by no means a clear and certain point, 
either from reaſon or revelation, that alł the heathen 
will actually be miſerable in the world to come: And, 
ſecondly: That if they ſhall be ſo, they will be puniſh * 
ed only for their _— and in nee Wye And 
— Den e 


s 0 1 
* Joh 3. 16. + 1 John IV. 9, 10. : < 
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to puniſh them thus, is not, certainly, inconſiſtent 
with the molt perfect goodneſs. | 


8. Wrar ſhall we fay to the doctrine of God's 
having reprobated a great proportion of mankind ; 
ot, from eternity devoted them in his abſolute deciee 
and purpoſe, to eternal torments, without any reſpect 
or. regard to any ſins of theirs, as the procuring 
and meritorious cauſe of their perdition ? and this, 


66 


at the ſame time, to make manifeſt and glorify his 


.JusTice ! What can be ſaid to this? and how, ſhall 
it be reconciled with the ſuppoſition, that God's ſen- 
der mercies are over all his works? 


1 WILL tell you, in a very. few words, what I have | 
ſent. And that is, firſt, That if 


to ſay to it at 
any perſons really hold ſuch a doctrine, neither any 
man on earth, nor angel in heaven, can reconcile it 
with the goodneſs of God. And, ſecondly, I hat I 
have not my ſelf the leaſt inclination to attempt a re« 


conciliation of theſe doctrines; being perſwaded, 
that they are juſt as contrary as hght and darkneſs, 

Chriſt & Belial; — that one of them is moſt true and 
ſcxiptural, joy ful to man, and honourable:toGod y and 
the other moſt falſe and unſcriptural, horrible tahe 


laſt degree, to all men of an undepraved judgment, 
and blaſphemous againſt the God of heaven and 
earth. Neither is it poſſible for any man, who really 


believes what the ſcriptures teach concerning the 


grey of God, even to think of this other coctrine, 
as a 


” 


9. How can what the holy ſcriptures unqueſtion- 
ably teach, reſpecting the greatneſs of the puniſhment 
of thoſe who die impenitently under the goſpel, be 


reconciled with God's goodbeſs & mercy as declared 


Lin the fame ſcriptures? To this it is anſwered, 
5. | " Tnar 


** 


with great indignation. But. 
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1. Trar God certainly exerciſes. great 83 
and mercy towards ſuch ſinners in this world; not 
only in ſupplying their temporal wants, but in afford- 
ing them ſuch means of knowledge and eternal hap- 
pineſs, as nothing but their own wilful blindneſs and 
perverſeneſs can render ineffectual to that end. All 
are invited and perſwaded, in the moſt gracious and 
pathetic terms, to accept of eternal life, thro' Him mat 
gave himſelf a ranſom for all.” | 


2 Tr is not inconſiſtent with the moſt perſed 
goddneſs, eſpecially in certain caſes, to puniſh ded 
men. Noecatthly ſovereign is accounted the leſs good 
or merciful for puniſhing rebels, traitors and felons 
even capitally, when the ſupport of his government, 
and the common good of his kingdom require it. 
Nay, ſhould he neglect to do it in this caſe, he would 
be the leſs goad and merciful ; becauſe jt would-be 
a ſort of cruelty to his other ſubjects: Ar beſt it 
would be a great weakneſs in him. Why then ſhould 
God, the great and only Patentate, be thought the 
leſs good or merciful for inflicting ſuch puniſhment 
on wicked men, as the ſupport of his government, and 
the great end thereof, call for? Goodneſs, perfect 
goodnel(s, nay, tender mercy itſelf requires this: God 
would not be perfectly good and merciful, if he did 
not inflict ſuch puniſhment, how terrible ſoever in its 
nature and e as is requiſite to this end. 


py Tur light ef nature aſcertains neither the 
kind, the degree, nor the duration of that - puniſh- 


ment, which is neceſſary to be infſicted on the wickec 


in another world, in order to the due ſuppott of 


God's overnment 3 or, in other words, in order to 


the attaining the „great and glorious end there- 
of, Men may, they pleaſe, preſume and be con- 
e that er or that, Fu no more, is YO 

K. order 


88 


order to the end propoſed; and therefore conclude, 
not unjuſtly, if the premiſes were true, that no more, 
greater or more durable pairs and penalties, will be 
inflicted. But after all this confidence, mere human 
reaſon is as inadequate a judge of the matter, as a 
child of ten years old is, what courſe his King ought 
to'take with thoſe that have broken the laws. The 
light of nature leaves mankind altogether as much 
in the dark in one caſe, as this child's reaſon leaves 
him in the other. Which, by the way, ſhews the 
neceſſity of an expreſs revelation from hcaven, if it 
were only to give ſinners the aſſurance of a pardon. 


en dee e 


4. Tur obvious concluſion from theſe principles, 
is, that it becomes us to ſit down contented with 
what God has actually revealed, reſpecting this ſub- 
ject. © He, and only He, knows particularly, how great 
or durable puniſhments are neceſſary to anſwer the 
good ends of his univerſal government; or how it 
becomes infinite wiſdom and goodneſs to diſpoſe ef 
finful creatures. Human ne Fr knows not what is 
wiſeſt and beſt in this caſe; So that, I ſce not what 
any ſober man has to do in it, but to inform himſelf 
what the real doctrine of ſcripture upon the ſubject is; 
and to acquieſce in whatever God has declarcd to be 
his purpoſe. Whatever that be, we may reſt aſured 
that it is at once moſt for the glory of God, and fer 

the good of his univerſal kingdom; fuch puniſhment 
as it becomes the God and Father of all to inflict. 
For * ſhall not the Judge of all. the earth do right!“ 


Havi ſaid thus much concerning the future 
puniſhment of wicked men, the duration of which, 
you know, is divers times expreſſed by the words, 
eternal, everlaſting, for ever and ever, and the like; it 
is needleſs to ſubjoin any thing particularly about that 
of 'the” rebel-angels : For the fame principles and 
general way of Sie: are equally applicable to 
both. qo THERB 


r 
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Tux kx is no juſt and ſufficient cauſe to doubt, 
either from any appeatances in nature, or from any 
real docttine of revelation, but that God is good and 
merciful in the higheſt conceivable ſenſe. But there 
are poſitive, concluſive and demonſtrative proofs of 
his being ſo Let me add here, that if this 
doctrine of the perfect goodneſs of God, is not ſtrictly 
true in the higheſt imaginable ſenſe; ( tho' I almoſt 
tremble even at making ſuch a ſuppoſition, which 
abhor as impious,) there is not ſufficient ground fo 
an unreſerved truſt and confidence in him. For if 
he may be ſuppoſed to act unreaſonably, cruelly, or 
contrary to the dictates of goodneſs in any one caſe, 
why not in others ? why not in many ? why not in 
any ſuppoſed caſe ? Where then is your ſafety ? 
What ſecurity has any man on earth, or angel in hea- 
ven, that he ſhall not, even without reaſon, without 
juſt cauſe, become the object of God's inſupportable 
wrath! Will you ſay, that you are effectually ſecured 
by his own gracious promiſt? But what firm, unre- 
ſerved confidence can be placed in his word and pro- 
miſe, unleſs he is ſuppoſed to be perfectly good and 
faithful ? If he is not fo, he may deceive you; and, 
inſtead of exalting you to heaven hereafter, “ thruft 
you:down to hell!” If he deals arbitrarily, capricioufſy 
and \ cruelly by others, may he not do the ſame by 
you, notwithſtanding his ſuppoſed word and promiſe ? 
No doubt: For any being that acts ſuch a part in 
one caſe, may do the like in another. Where then 
is your Rock“ of peace? On what is your hope, 
your confidence grounded, upon the preſent ſuppofi- 
tion? — Alas ! on nothing better than the word and 
promiſe of a being, who is capable of acting unrea- 
fonably, arbitrarily and cruelly; or contrary to the 
dictates of 1 A miſerable ſupport to an 
immortal ſoul, that muſt be either happy or miſer- 
able while it exiſts, and is abſolutely dependent upon 


Him 


. ' 3 3 


Him that made it _— is, therefore, at leaſt for the 
intereſt of all, that God ſhould be as perfectly good 
and merciful, as he has been repreſented: Which; 
tho? it is no direct proof, is yet ſufficient to ſhew, that 
no man can in reaſon be prejudiced againſt this doct- 
rine, or have any diſlike to it, even upon ſuppoſition 
that he does not at preſent ſee ſufficient evidence of 
it. Tho', how any One can poſſibly doubt of it, and 
be. believe the holy ſcriptures, is quite unaccounta- 
For is it not therein declared“ The Lord is 
good to ALL, and his tender mercies are over ALL 

2 his works?“ But 1 proceed, 1 Jim 


Iv. To make ſome application of this Gbject, by 
reminding you more particularly of the great good- 
neſs of God to Us, both in temporal and ſpwitual 
reſpects; and by ſuch inferences and reflexions, as 
may at once tend to the honor of God, and ſhew 
what influence the conſideration of his goodnels, 
ought to have upon your hearts and manners. 


Nov, if we conſider ourſelves. as Mu, we ae a 
diſtinguiſhed order of creatures, and under great ob- 
ligations to our Creator. However inferior we may 
be to many creatures in other parts of the univerſe ; 

(inferior indeed ) yet there is no preſumprion, 


no vanity in ſaying, that we are much ſuperior to 


any of the other inhabitants of this world. : For which 
pre-eminence of nature and rank, we are indebted 
only to Him that made «us thus ; < of hom, and 
cho whom, and to whom are all ning 


Ix ve conſider ourſelves, in the next lac, as crea- 
tures redeemed from ſin and death by the Son of God 
in human fleſh, we are {till more menderfully favour- 
ed and diſtinguiſhed. God is in Chriſt reconciling, 
not a comparatively ſmall part of mankind to 122 
c 
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ſelf, according to the repreſentations of ſome, but the 
Wonrp' itſelf. For Chriſt “ is the propivation— 
for the ſins of the wes worLD.” And it & pleaſed 
the Father by him to reconcile aLL things unto 
himſelf, by him, 1 ſay, whether things in earth, or 
things in heaven,” —**-Behold, what manner of love 
the F ather hath beſtowed upon us us, in this reſpect! 


Ir we conſidet ourſelves as having been born and 
brought up in the (briſtian world, had the advantages 
of a religious education, and “ even from children 
known the holy ſeriptures, which are able to make 9 
us wiſe unto ſalvation; we mult acknowledge the 
particular, kindneſs & goodneſs of God to us in theſe 
regards. Had we been born in a land of Pagan or 
Mahometan darkneſs, or had we been born and edu - 
cared, Jews 3 we might probably have been Pagans, 
Mahometans or Jews to this day: Whereas we are 
now, Chriſtians, by profeſſion at leaſt; and if we are 
* practically ſuch, the fault 1 is PU own. 5701 


Wa 1 ſtill Gickey: ditinguiſhed: and Gnas of. a7 
God, by. having been born and bred in a A 
country, and a reformed part of the chriſtian church; 
Inſtead of a roman-catholic country, & in the errors, 
ſuperſtitions and idolatries of the church of Rome. 
For had the latter been our lot, we ſhould probably, 
the moſt of us, have been enſlaved, to thoſe deluſona. 
and the papal tyranny to this day. And thoſe of us, 
whom God ſhould, have given light and courage e- 
nough to caſt them off, might have ſuffered a cruel 
perlecution, and . for conſcience towards God en- 
dured grief;“ as proteſtants now do, even in France 
itlelf, from a pretended moſt polite, humane and re- 
med, but really bar haraus people in ſome reſpects. 
And yet they are by far the leaſt 3 to the pa- 
pacy, of any roman-catholic nation! . 5 
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Ir we conſider ourſelves as Britiſbᷣ ſubjects, and en- 


tieled to the Hberties and privileges of ſuch, both 
that provi- 


dence has, in this reſpect, favoured" us above moſt 


civil and ſacred; we muſt acknowledge 
other proteſtants: Very few of whom, I might per- 


6 


— by none, live under f happy and ebenes 1 


form of government as ourſel ves. 
Wa are alſe favoured of God, the untverſal 


Sovereign, in havin 
lent . — 3 
prove a ſore ſcourge even in a free government, cho 
there is an old paradox, that they u an do no wrong; “ 
of which out own nation had fepeated and dreadful 
experience, befòre 2 and glorious 
REVOLUTION.” Since chat, we have had good Princes: 
And his prefent Majeſty is doubtleſs one of the beſt- 
intention d Moflarchs in the world. We may ſay, 
upon good grounds; chut © becatiſe the Lord loved 
us, therefore made he him King over us, to do juſtice 
_ dgment.” This he _ hitherto done ; and 
SB ry; contihus to do it, if the Achitophils and 
ate" kept from, and pelt Well the 
m edo the thrane 
| mY j 3 SHOT7EI-NMENON k 10 } 
. Wy: $a lurch dk fowtapnothe 2 ef 
Gadlih lately giving the King a $6: and Heft; and 
thereby confirming to all his loyal ſubjects, the agree; 
able hopes of the proteſtant ſueceſſion being perpe- 
tuateÞjn his illoſtrious houſe. Heaven preſerve the 
King the Queen and tbe royal Infant: Phe! two 
former, to be illuſtrious examples of 'conjugal affection 
and happineſo Sof all picty and virtue, — to 
their on ſubjects, but to n 
And the latter to inherit his Father's virtues 7 
his throne, whenever it ſhall pleaſe Him who ruleth 
in the kingdom of men,“ to e et Ont above, 


and raiſe the Other to it ! 
We 


King, 'as well as an excel. 
overnment. Bad Rings may 
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Wr are, moreover, to acknowledge the goodneſs 
of God. in continuing to ſucceed the King's arms, in 
the courſe of the year paſt, after having crowned them 
with ſo many illuſtrious ſucceſſes and victories for ſe- 
veral years before. Two very ſignal acquiſitions 
have been made by the Britiſh arms, ſince our laſt 
annual thankſgiving ;—thoſe of MazTinico and 
the Havannan. And ſince theſe, the principal 

lace in NgEwrounDLAND, which the enemy had in 
uch a myſterious manner poſſeſſed themſelyes of, has 
been reſcued out of their hands. This important 
recovery. was effected with admirable diſpatch and 
facility, highly to the honor of thoſe who had the 
immediate planning, conduct and execution of the 
enterprise. And, upon the whole, we have the gręat- 
eſt reaſon to expect an honorable, . advantageous 
and laſting > wg For I will not cannot ſuppoſe, 
that either folly or puſillanimity, private avafice of 
ry, in the cabinet, will relinquiſh thoſe. fiznal 
advantages which wiſdom and valor, which public 
ſpirit and loyalty obtained in the field, and on the 
mighty ocean, thro? H1m that has rode upon [2-4 
vens fur our help, and in his excellency upon the ſkies; 
tho? ſimilar things have been done in former teigns l- 

4 $44 | | 


Ir we come to our own. country in particular; we 
have here enjoyed, of late, almoſt 41 the bleſſings af 
peace, in a time of war & tumulr among. the nations 
of Europe. We have no been favoured with 551 


neigten IC 

N. B. Since the delivery of this diſcourſe, we Have had 
the important advices of the King of -Pruffia's, Prince 
Henry's and Prince Ferdinand's ſucceſſes ; of the jards 
retreat out of Portugal, and the ſigning the PREIIuNA- 
kits for a PEACE betwixt Great Britian and Portugal on 
one fide, and France and Spain on the other. But it wa 
chat proper. to leave the paragraph. above, as. fg 


good work of peace thus begun „ 
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ral keatth; ' Ovt invaluable civil rights and privileges 1 
are p reſerved to us. I do not ſay, that they have If 
even been ſtruck at, in any inſtance or degree — But * 
if they have, they are not wreſted from us: And may = 
Tighteous heaven blaſt the deſigns, tho? not the ſoul or ¶ ſti 
the body of that man, whoever he be amongſt us, I 
that ſhall have the hardineſs WE irt to int 
attack them 5%1hy 


> 4” | . z % 


| Lr me add, that 4 tho? ve were viſited with 2 oo 
| pretty ſevete drought in the ſummer paſt, yet the I mc 
| rains which fucceeded, came ſo ſeaſonably, and in ſuch I to 
| competent meaſure, that there is a ſupply of the ne- I to 
| ceſſaries, and very many of the comforts of life: So I/ 
| that, to ſay the leaſt, there is no danger of famine I cn 
or diſtreſs amongſt us for want of them. And we I cha 
| Have alſo been, and ftill are, greatly favoured'-in the 25 
| temperate and moderate weather, contmued this year ſi; t 
J0òù much beyond the uſual time: Which is, in divers fare 
| * Teſpetts, a great mitigation of The pans x in the love 
e er no bus 20 And 
2 12 19H chat 
| | "- Tavs, bieder, 1 We ee reminded you ami. 
of ſome of the many inſtances of God's goodneſs» to love 
| mankind in general, and to ourſelves in particular: Ithis 
All which it becomes us gratefully to acknowledge fat le 
to the glory of Him, who is good ro all, and whoſe Bein 
| render mercies are over all his works.” It now re- yi} 
lains, to draw'ſome practical inferences & inſtructions land 
m this ſubject. It affords many important ones: 
a And, indeed, I ſhall mention a conſiderable number, hi 
| tho? We briefly, fot fear of being tedious. | And, | 
A 
7 . 4 ar . of God's 1 "FI 
| the reaſon and proper ground of love to God, and 
|; lacency in him. To love, or delight in an evil, 
fl, arbitrary ee Ck as ſuch, 1 is 4 
fi 1 
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poſſible to any, except unreaſonable and depraved 
s minds. But ſuch a being as God is repreſented in 
* ſcripture; One ſo good and mesciful to All, muſt. 
r needs be loved by every perſon that is not himſelf 
VJ unreaſonable, corrupt and depraved to a mon- 
or ſtrous degree. For what is it but, I had almoſt faid, ; 
S, U inite folly, perverſeneſs and wickedncſs, not to love: 
to infinite goudnels | 


| 2. War has been ſaid concerning the 1 
a goodneſs, as comprehending juſtice, and the other 
he moral perfections of God in it; ſhews that he ought, 
ch ¶ to be loved on account of theſe alſo. That is, he is 
e- ¶ to be loved, conſidered under the character, not mere 
So ly of a benevolent Being, in the common reſtrained 
ine ¶ſenſe of the word benevolence ; but under the 
we ff character of a molt holy, juſt and righteous, as well. 
che as kind and beneficent Being. God's moral character 
ea is to be taken all together; the ſeveral branches of it 
ers are to be conſidered as united by and in the bond of 
the love, and inſeparably connected with infinite wiſdom. 
and then, God is to be loved as a Being of ſuch a 
character; a character, in its own nature infinitely. 
you Famiable. Nor is there any true, proper and genuine 
p/t0 love to. God, but what reſpects him in the whole of 
ar : this character. Even wicked men may and do, often 
dge lat leaſt, love him as a kind, bountiful and merciful 
hoſe Being, in a reſtrained, partial ſenſe of thoſe words, 
re- Ewhile they hate him conſidered as a juſt, righteous, 
zons and holy One: But this is not to love God in the 
165 : Iſenſe of ſcripture. Good men, and only ſuch, love 
ber, Shim as the ſource and centre e of all moral perfeetion 
, flo general. 7 


deus 3. Hznez it is * to 3 not o «only * 1 why, | 
and ſio love God is ſpoken of as the firſt and greateſt o 


evil el the cammandments ; but alſo the ground of that 


8 im- K 2 | intire 
ſiible f | 
Kg 
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intire and ardent, I had almoſt fajd; that infinite and 
boundleſs love to him. which is required of us. For 
if God is indeed ſuch a Being as the ſcriptures re- 
—.— him, it is at once manifeſt that we ought to 
ove him firſt and laſt; and not only ſincerely, but © with 
all our heart & with all our ſoul, with all our ſtrength 
and with all our mind.” Even of ſuch a love irom 
all, that Being is manifeſtly the proper object, who 
is himſelf good to all, and whoſe tender mer- 
cies are over all his works.” And the more largely 
God has cauſed us to partake of his goodneſs, whe- 
ther in temporal or ſpiritual regards, the ſtronger is 
our obligation to love him thus; and the more in- 
excuſable we are, if we do not. * 


4. Fxom hence we may clearly ſee the reaſon, why 
to * love our neighbour as ourſelves,” is ſpoken of 
by our Saviour as the next, the ſecond commandment, 
and {ke unto the firit ; why love is repreſented as the 
« fulfilling of the law,” &c. For if God is thus good, 
it is evident that, next to loving himſelf, he muſt 
require his intelligent creatures to love one another; 
and this as the ſum of all the duties which they mu- 
tually owe to each other. No particular duty of the 
moral law, I mean, of the ſecond table, can naturally 
and reaſonably claim ſuch a pre-eminence, ſuch a 
glorious precedence in the order of offices, as charity, 
which does in a ſort comprehend them all; even as 
Sod's goodneſs comprehends his other moral per- 
fections. And love muſt needs be the ſupreme, uni- 
verſal, unchangeable Jaw of ſuch a Being, to all his 
reaſonable creatures; to angels in heaven, as well as 
men on earth; and to creatures inferior to men, 
if any ſuch there are, capable ſubjects of moral go- 
veminent; as jt is highly probable there are. 


7 L * 


| 
| 
] 
: 
0 
I 
{ 
a 
1 
I 
8 
8 
* 
fe 
66 


and Infiruftions. | 77 


4. FroM aw appears the unreaſonableneſs, and 
great ſin of i-dulging anger, 1evenge, di riion- 
ate reſentment, and an implacable ſpirit; together 
wich che wiſdom and importance of thoſe numerous 
precepts in the golpcl, relative to meeknels, forhear- 
ance, fo giving injuries, and the like. The in- 
dulgence of any of thoſe paſſions, any farther than 
may reaſonably — ſuppoſed conducive to ſome po- 
ſitvcly good end, is not merely contrary to the ſpirit 
and precepts of the goſpel, bur it renders men pecu- 
harly unlike to the infinitely good & merciful God. 
Nor is there any thing greater, more glorious and 
god-like, than to love them that hate us, and to do 
good to them that deſpitefully uſe us. Neither is ic 
without a very peculiar emphaſis, that He who died 
for us as ſinners and enemies, enjoins us to do thus, 
* rhat we may be the children af our Father in hea- 
yen, who is . good to the unthankful and to 
the evil,” 


6. Ir may from hence be inferred, that all God's 
ticular commandments, as diſtinguiſhed from 1 
two grand, moſt fundamental & comprehenſive ones 
dme are not only holy and juſt, but 
goo] ; actually Find and beneficial in their. nature, 
deſign and tendency ; adapted to promote the great 
end of his univerial government, the good of his 
creatures, and therein his own glory: For theſe are 
inſeparably connected Or, if any chuſe rather-to 
expreſs it thus. That God's view is, to promote his 
own glory by doing good, making the latter the means, 
and the former the end; I have no objeCtion, except 
that it may, perhaps, ſeem to repreſent him rather as 
an ambitious Being, who deſires the praiſe & homage 
of his ereatures, than an infinitely One, who. 
aims at making them happy without any ſelßſb end, 
incompatible with a perfect character, and with, — 

ute 
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ſolute ſelf-ſufficience. —But I aſſert nothing upon this 
point. However that may be, yet it is certain that 


none of the commands of a perfectly good and mer- 


ciful Being, can be mere arbitrary injunctions and 
impoſitions, without any good end: Much leſs can 


they have a contrary tendency. Of this we may be 


certain in general, even tho” we ſhould not be able 
particularly to diſcern the benevolent deſign and ten- 


dency of ſome of God's revealed commands; as, for ex- 
ample, ſome branches of the ceremonial law. There 


is no good reaſon to doubt, but that they were all wiſe- 
ly and kindly intended. And as to all the precepts 


of chriſtianity without exception, One need not ſcru- 


ple to ſay politively, that the good end and tendency 
of them is eaſily and clearly diſcernable. 


7. Wx learn from hence, how liberal, ingenuous 
and chearful, as well as how univerſal an obedience 
they who believe in God, ought to yield to his com- 


mandments. Does it become us, my brethren, to 
obey Him with reluctance, and grutchingly, who is 


good to all, and all whole commandments are in 


their very nature kind and good, as if we were obey- 
ing a tyrant, or cruel taſk-maſter, who cared not what 
became of us, ſo that his own ſelfiſh. ends were but 
anſwered ? If God governs us according to the rules 
of wiſdom and benevolence, even as a farther dvth his 


children, only in an infinitely more gracious and per- 


fe& manner, ſhould our obedience be gloomy, reluct- 
ant, ſervile and ſlaviſh, as if we only feared a Baſtile 
and the torture How incongruous were this! Such 
an obedience may be ſuitable enough for ſome nations 
to pay to the edits of their tyrannical and cruel 
Monarchs; but, ſurely, it is altogether unbecoming 
_ Chriſtians to their God, their Father in heaven! Your 
obedience to Him ought to be, in the higheſt ſenſe, 
um chearful, filial, — It becomes 0h in 

er 
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other words, to be“ followers of God as dear chil 


„ ren; and to walk in ove, as Chriſt alſo hath loved 


<< us, and given himſelf for us, an offering, and a 
« ſacrifice to God, for a ſweet-ſmelling * 2 
This is the ſpirit of genuine chriſtianity ;; the deſign, 
tendency and fruit of the goſpel. Whoever is wholly 
a ſtranger. to ths, does not yet know the grace of 
God. in truth,” how often ſoever he may have read or 
heard the goſpel. For ſays our Lord, * If ye con- 
* tinue in my word, then are ye my diſciples i es 
And ye ſhall know the truth. and the truth Hall 
9 ne ee ſhall be free indeed.” + . * 
8. All * would copy after the ae = 
God, vur heavenly-Father, in providing for, and go- 


verning their children. They are-unnatural parents - 


indeed, who do not love their own offspring: God 
is good and merciful to all his. But, as has been ob- 


ſerved, God's goodneſs is not a blind fondneſs, or 


mere inſtinctive bene volence: It is inſeparably con- 
nected with reaſon, and under the direction of wiſdom 
in all its operations. Under a ſimilar direction ſhould 


the love and affections of all parents be. They 


ought to look forward to to conſult 
the real good of their children, and purſue that as 
their object; on one hand, by gratifying, as far as 
may be, all their reaſonable deſires, and on theother, 
by oppoſing ſuch as are unreaſonable; vicious and 
hurtful; not n e them in any wrong way; 
not ſparing rep or even. correction, when that 
is really neceſſary to anſwer the benevolent end pro- 
poſed; _ There are probably many more children 
hurt, and almoſt . by 7 indiſcrete kindneſs, 
and exceſſive indulgence, than by the too great © 
rigor and ſeverity of parents; tho examples of the 
latter wy not be wanting—** Whom the Lord W 
; 8 a cc 
* Eph. . + John viii. 31, 32, 36. 


do Prattical Inference: 
ehe chaſteneth, and ſeourge th every ſon whom he 
* receiveth” And the following counſel, is that of 
a very tender father, as woll as the wiſeſt of men and 
Kings, I mean Solomon: Chatten thy ſon while there 
is hope ; and let not - thy foul fpare for his crying,” 


9. From what has been pat ou 5 uni- 
verſa! goodneſs of God, not only to mankind, but 
even to the inferior orders of creatures, it appears to 

be unreaſonable and ſinful, and c ontrary to true good - 
neſs, to exereiſe cruelty towards the animal creation. 
Thoſe creatures which are adapted to human uſe, 
whether for labor, food, cloathing, or in any other 
way, we have indeed a right to vie thus; not from the 
mere light of nature, which gives no ſuch right, but 
dy the expreſs grant of God; .whoſe are all the fowles 
of heaven; the Hſh of the ſea; *© every beaſt of the 
foreſt, and the cattle upon a thouſa d hills.“ (This 
was one, tho” it is far from being the only end of 
their creation) And, from thoſe animals that are 
noxious and miſchievous to us, we may doubrieſs 
defend ourſelves even by deſtroying them, thy” they 
ſhould be of no uſe to us afterwards. But to kill or 
torture any of the' brute-creation, merely for the ſake 

of deſtroying or vexing them; or even to uſe them 
wich unneceſſary rigor and ſeverity in our ſervice, can- 
© not be juſtified' upon the principles of reaſon. and be- 
nevolence Solomon ſays, © a righteous man regard» 
eth the life of his beaſt. There have doubtleſs been 
many and great immoralities committed by men, in 
abuſing the creatures of God; even very inferior ones. 
There is alſo a degree of impiety therein. And cruelty 
to theſe animals, cannot but be offenſive to Him that 
made them; their Lord and Proprietor as well as 
ours ; and whoſe tender mercies are over ALL his 
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0. Gop being good and merciful to all men, 
hone, not even the pooreſt, meaneſt and loweſt of 
the human race, have any ground to complain of, or to 
murmur againſt Him and his providence: But, on the 
contrary, all have reaſon to be thankful for their be- 
ing and preſervation ; eſpecially when it is confidered, 
„ | that they will be immortally happy in another world, 
It unleſs their own wickedneſs and perverſeneſs ſhould 
tw deſtroy them. 3 
d- 

n. 


tt. Tit greateſt and happieſt men in this world, 
# | tho' they are under ſome peculiar obligations to gra- 
* || ticude, have yet no right, no cauſe, to deſpiſe the _ 
he poor and low, or to glory in themſelves. - Eicher ok 
theſe things, would be at once fooliſh and impiouss 
He that conſtituted the members in the natural body, 
and aſſigned them their reſpective offices as pleaſed 
him; He that appointed the foot to tread in the 
duſt, and to bear the load of the body; He that 
made the leaſt comely parts and members, to 
anſwer valuable ends, and to participate in the hap= 
pineſs of the body; while He made the ear to hear, 
the eye to ſee, and the head to direct and govern the 
whole, has put an honor upon them all in their re- 
ſpective places: And neither of them can ſay to ano- 
ther, © I have no need of you.” Thus it is alſo in 
the church, and in the greater ſociety of mankind: 
For in both reſpe&s, we are members one of ano 
ther ;”” and each, /uch a member as the infinitely wiſe 
and good Author of the whole, pleaſed to make him. 
What ground is there then, for glorying or deſpiſing ? 
For “what haſt thou, O man, that thou didſt not 
receive Pann a 
12. Ir is at once the baſeſt ingratitude, and the 
2 folly, not to love and obey the bleſſed God; 
good, merciful and * a Father. Oe 
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ful and degenerate children of the moſt High ! For 
you are ſtill his offspring, tho? you have forgotten 
your Father, and“ lightly efteemed the rock of your 
ſalvation.” In this reſpe& wicked men are not leſs 
imprudent, than dinſigenuous. To hype the holy, 
juſt and good commandments of God, which are in 
their very nature adapted to protfiote your happi- 
neſs, is to bring miſchief on yourſelves. _ Such a con- 
duct, if continued in, cannot but end in your ruin, 
even without the conſideration of that future puniſh- 
ment, which God has expreſly -threatned as the re- 
ward of unrighteouſneſs. There is no ſubſtantial 
happineſs, but in God, in knowing and doing his 
. will. They that are far from him, the fountain of 
light, life and joy,—thatrefuſe to return to him, and 
to walk in his righteous ways, mult needs periſh, 


13. Wrar great encduragernenit does the conſi- 
deration of God's neſs afford to ſinners, to con- 
ſeſs and forſake their fins? to **ariſe and go to theit 
Father? Eſpecially, what encouragement does this 
afford, when the goodneſs of God is conſidered as it 
is manifeſted in the goſpel of Chriſt ; who appeared 
to tc take away the fins of the world,” and whoſe pro- 
feſſed deſign. in coming into it, was to © ſeek and to 
fave that which was loſt ?” Can you 1 doubt 
of a kind reception, or a gracious pardon from Him, 
who is not only in general declared to be good and 
merciful to all; but who has * ſo loved the world, 
as to give his only begotten Son” to ſave it! Conſider 
the parables of the prodigal ſon, of the {oft beep, and 
bf the /of piece of monch, in the goſpel : They will 

all ſhew you, that it is not the will of your Father, 
that any of you ſhould. periſh ; but that he © would 
have ALL men to be ſaved.” The goſpel makes no 
exception. , It affords an adequate relief to all, and 
e the power of God veto falvatio | 
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n, to every one 
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that believeth“ with all his heart. The greatneſs of 
, your paſt ſins, will be no abjection againſt your being 
' WT 7 in Chriſt, if you come unto God by him. 
od expects no righteouſneſs | in or of you, in order 
10 your being forgiven of Him; but only a truly 
penitent and humble ſenſe of your unrighteouſneſs, and 
an hearty conſent to receive © eternal life as his gift, 
„ thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ Ho, every One that. 
« thirſteth, [then] come ye to the waters, and he 
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n, „that Rath no money z. come ye without money 
4 « ahd without price—lacline your ear, (faith the 


& Lord of life,) and come unto me: Rs — 
* Por: 4 n „ But, 


nd Tai. LV. 7, 3. There js an expreſſion in the caged Mr, 
CaLvin's commentary upon my text, which ſeems juſtly 
exceptionable, as ems 7 109, Ke idea contrary to what is 
I- mgſtclearly revealed in the holy ſeriptures; *— un- 
warrantable bounds. to the grace, and pardoning mercy 
on of God. Let the reader judge Quamvis ergo pecca-. 
« torum remiſſio theſaurus ſit clauſus REPROBJS, NON amen. 
this | < Deum impedit ipſorum malitia et Zang. uo minus in 
sit “ eos quoque bonitatem effundat eus; 1 quam fine- 
red | ſenſu devorant.” In Engliſh—Altho', therefore, the 
r0- remiſſion of ſins is a tyeafure ſhut wp from: the REPRO< 
4 to | ATE» 5 their malice and wickedneſs does not 
revent God's ſhowering down goodneſs upon them 
ubt | ke) but which the v devour without ſenſe er coe 
Lim, ration. . bor N 
and | 5 of 
"rid, I by the - 5 the le ebene had here meant only 
Gdet — 00 ungodly men 1 as 225 if by 
In 0 eing a treaſure ſhut up, or cloſel ocked * 
— with —_— fn be he wer oh rs more, than that 
WI it was inaccefſible or unattainable by them, while hardened 
ther, n their fins ; this would have been quite unexceptionable, 
ould || and'perfe&ly agreeable to ſcripture, | But the words natu- 
es no 5 convey a different idea; viz. That there are man 
and ons Who, by a ſuppoſed eternal deres of reprobation, 
1 de — abſolutely excluded from the benefit of pardon, or the 
rr D the N. 8 
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14. Ir, in reading the holy ſcriptures, we ſhould 
fiad any repreſentations ar expreſſions relative to the 
divine Chat which feem at firſt view to militate 
againſt the infinite goodneſs and mercy of Gad, we 
Mould not too readily admit them in that ſeemingly 
harſh ſenſe: I mean, not till we have well examined 
them, compared them with other parts of ſcripture, 
and find that they will not bear any other conſtructi- 
on without manifeſt force and violence. There is 
nothing ſo frequently and clearly. declared in ſcrip- 
ture, as the perfect, univerſal goodneſs and mercy 
2 God. This is a doctrine infinitely precious and 

important, and to which we muſt always adhere, as 
our ſheet-anchor, whatever becomes of any com- 
monly- received opinions which interfere with it. 
To let ſome obſcure expreſſions which ſeldom occur, 
lead in the interpretation of ſcripture, as it they were 
prime, fundamental articles; inſtead of clear ones 
which occur almoſt inevery page of the bible, is the 
moſt unnatural arid prepoſterous thing in the world; 
a common error, of the moſt pernicious conlequence. 
This is more abſurd than for the © blind te be leaders 
of the blind: It is like the blind leading thoſe that 
have their eyes open, and that /ee clearly— ut, on the 
other hand, we ought to be very cautious leſt we re- 


* any doctrine really revealed in ſcripture, | n 


. 8 8 A ſentiment, at ane un 
hy y reaſon or 3 nay, con to j 
highly derogatory to the goodnels and ps of God, 
And of dangerous 8 Nor is it a little ſtrange, 
that ſuch a ſentiment ſhould be found in a commentary 
upon words, which ſo ſtrongly 1 Bt the univerſal good- 
75 Toe tender 2 06s of God, as thoſe of the text 
0 conſiderin ihr immediately: re- 
. ""ceedi e, «© The a ; 
. "os 1 low ta 5 f great merey,”.| And 
1 uy appears that Jearded had theſe very 
rds in his mind, when he wrote Ng; EY remilſo 
 theſauris i Pardon, a treaſure / 


; Silom, in the decree of abſolute Teprobation [= 
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falſe pretence that it contradicts the goodneſs of 
God, with which it is conſiſtent. Our not well know- 
ing how. to reconcile it therewith, is no certain proof 
in all caſes, that it is irreconcileable. For we muſt be 
vain indeed, or allow ourſelves to be very im- 
perfect and ſhort-ſighted creatures. However, it is 
not my intention here, to make a retreat into total 
darkneſs, or to reſolve every thing into myſtery, and 
human ignorance ; as if men were incapable, judges. 
of goodneſs, juſtice and mercy in any caſe: Which 
is the ſhameful method that many have taken to get 
over all difficulties, and toanſwer all objections againſt 
their unſcriptural, abſurd and blaſphemous doctrines. 
We may be altogether as certain that ſome doctrines. 
fathered upon the ſcriptures, are contrary tothem, and. 
inconſiſtent with mercy, goadneſs and juſtice, as we 
can poſſibly be, that any others are conſonant to them; 
or, indeed, that there is in nature any ſuch thing as 
goodneſs, juſtice or mercy. 1 apy 
16. Ir, therefore, my brethren, you know of any 
particular ſcheme ar ſyſtem of chriſtianity (fo called), 
two or three of the moſt diſtinguiſhing and leading 


| principles of which, and the baſis on Which the whole 


reſts, are plainly and certainly repugnant to the doct- 
rine of God's univerſal goodneſs, and his tender mer- 
cies over all his works; you may be certain that ſuch. 
ſcheme or ſyſtem ĩs falſe ;—abſolutely and wholly falſe, 
ſo far as it has any connexion with, or dependence 
upon, thoſe leading, fundamental & moſt diſtinguiſn- 
ing principles. Let me add, that if tue fautors and 

ſſecters of ſuch a ſuppoſed I cry it up 
as peculiarly the god ige evangelical grace, and 
as tending to give us exalted ideas of the goodneſs, 
ind mercy of God, in contradiſtinction to all other 
ſyſtems ; it would only make the matter fo much the 


the 


' 
"| 
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the greater abuſe of the holy ſcriptures, and 
an info n ſenſe of mankind. If 

Know of no fuch ſcheme as is here ſuppoſed, then 

o kind as ta let theſe remarks pals for nothing, — 
But if you do; yet remember that human nature is 
frait and fallible'; and that men may have upright 
hearts, While they have very wrong and peng e 
notions in their heads: So that there is an evident 
call for mutual candor, forbearance and charity, be. 
twixt thoſe that differ even widely in opinion; that 
they may, if poſſihle, keep the unity of the ſpirit” 
in the bond pF peace... - 


16. Lx me, in the next place, caution wicked 
men againſt abuſing the ſcripture-doEtrine of God's 
neſs ; (for there is very little danger that any 
others will do fo.) Do any imagine that they are 
ſafe in their evil courſes, becauſe God is good and 
merciful ? That were a vain imagination; ſince thoſe 
courſes, in their own nature, tend to miſery and ruin, 
as was intimated before. But, perhaps, you flat- 
ter yourſelves, that howeyer you may beg God's 
commandments, yet He will not pun vou in ano- 
ther world, if he is infinitely good and merciful ; bur, 
at the worſt, teave you to take the natural conſequence 


of your evil doings. This would be an equally falſe 


and groundleſs inference ; tho' even that, would be 
ruinous and fatal. But God has eftabliſhed a moral 
government in the univerſe, as beſt adapted to pro: 
mote his own glory, and the common felicity off his 
intelligent creatures. And fuch a kind of . 
ment, in its very nature, ſuppoſes that the obſtinately 
wicked and impenitent under it, ſnall he puniſbed by 
Him, as the Lord and Judge of all: And is it not de- 


elared, that at the great day, the wicked ſhall Wick 


way intoeverlaſting puniſhment, *in'the place” prepared 


1 29285 of * . 


for the devil and his angels !” In ſhort, the Certain . 
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of your puniſhment, if you perſevere in breaking 


God's commandments, may be clearly infer d from 
his goodneſs itſelf ; ſo far is that from being any fort 
of {ſecurity to you ! Again: Do any of you rely 
upon the divine goodneſs and mercy, not in the 
practice of groſe immoralities, but in the practice of 
your ſuppoſed duties, and moral yirtues, while you 
reje& the goſpel of Chriſt, of that method of ſalvation 
which is revealed therein ? This is alſo a groundleſs 
preſumption, unleſs you can plead a ſinleſs innocence 
and perfection; to which you will not pretend. 
What ! will you rely bn the goodneſs and mercy of 
God, while you deſpiſe his truth ſufficiently atteſted, 
and clearly proved to be ſuch ?—while you tread 
under foot his Son from heaven, who came to re- 
deem you; and reſiſt his Spirit! To do thus, is 
actually renouncing that very goodneſs, and thoſe 
render mercies, on which you pretend to rely, Will 
you rely on the mercy of God, while you continue 
in that impenitence and unbelief, which God himſelf 
has declared. ſhall terminate in ruin and perdition ? 
How abſurd were this ! It is the greateſt preſumprion 
and madneſs for any, to whom the goſpel is preached, 
to rely on the mercy of God in any other way, courſe 


lor practice, than that which God Himſelf has marked 


out. To depend upon it in any other way, is at 
once abſurd & impious; this being, iasffect,“ making 
God a liar; “ and aſſuming to yourſelves a right 
of preſcribing to the Almighty, what channel his 

neſs and mercy ſhall flow in, even contrary to 


Ihis own declared will and purpoſe Know, that the 


counſel of God ſhall ſtand , and ſtand more immuta- 
ble than the foundations of the earth, or the pillars 
of heaven, with whatever preſumptuous hopes vain 
men may amuſe and deceive themſelves ! And if he 
that deſpiſed even Moſes's law, died without mercy, of 
how much ſorer puniſhment ſuppole ye 3 


8 Praffical Iaferente. 
bear; remembering that inflicting terrible puniſh« 
ments, is Teen ſcripture as God's ft om 
and therefore, certainly, not be made the theme of 
2 declamation, as it is 0 2 There would be 
a peculiat impropriety in inſiſting upon it in a 
diſcourſe on 557 goodneſs and G Bn AH of God. 
But yet there ſeemed. to be a neceſſity of ſaying ſome- 
thing upon this point, by way of warning to wicked 
men, who ſo groſly abuſe that very goodneſs on 
which they preſume. Let the wicked therefore for- 
ſake his way, and return unto the Lord, that he may 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
then abundantly pardon, thro? Jeſus Chriſt; whom 
he hath * ſet forth to be a propitiation, thro? faith in his 

& blood, to declare 5 righteouſneſs for the remiſſion 
of {ins that are paſt, thro? the forbearance of God.“ 


17. Wnar ſolid ground have thoſe that love God, 
and ſincerely do his commandments, for hope, and 
intire confidence in him ? Is it poſſible for you, 
my brethren, who do thus, to doubt of his love to 
you ?—What ! a ſincere believer in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the promiſes of the goſpel, —a truly good man, doubt 
the love and cate of Him, who is good to all, and 
whoſe tender mercies are over all his works ?—of 
Him, who is good even to the evil and unthankful ! 
This is a kind of paradox : But yet it is not an ab- 


ſolute impoſſibility. And if you ſhould, in any mea- 


ſure, diſtruſt the particular kindneſs and love of God 
to you, let the following paſſages in our Saviour's 
diſcourſes, inſpire you with a firm, and truly filial 
confidence in Him“ Behold the fowles of the air; 
«for they ſow not, neither do they reap, not gather 


into barns: Yet your , heavenly Father feedeth 


„them. Are not ye much better than they ?” And 


Ain: Are not five ſparrows ſold for two farthings ? 
and not one of tbem is forgotten before God. 1 4 
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« the very hairs of your bead are all numbered. Fear 
« not therefore . of more value than many 
« SPARROWS. /- 22 1 74 f YRL Bats 1.13001 
18. Tux conſideration of God's goodneſs, and 
mercy, particularly as manifeſted in the holy ſcrip- 
tures, in the redemption of the world by Chriſt, na- 
turally ſuggeſts very pleaſing hopes, and a glorious 
proſpect, with reference to the concluſion, or ſinal re- 
ſult of that moſt wonderful interpoſition of grace. 
It cannot be denied, that ever ſince the apoſtacy 
of our firſt parents, there have been, and till 
are, ſome things of a dark and gloomy appear- 
ance, when Fa), by themſelves.—So much folly, 
ſuperſtition and wickedneſs there is, * in this pre- 
ſent evil world! But when we conſider the declared 
end of Chriſt's manifeſtation in the fleſh,— to 
give his life a ranſom for all, and to deſtroy the works 
of the devil: When we conſider the numerous pro- 
phecies feſpecting the deſtruction of ſin and death, 
and the future glory of Chriſt's kingdom ow EARTH: 
When we conſider, that he muſt, reign till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet, the laſt of which is 
DEATH 3 and till he hath ſubdued ALL THIN GS un- 
to himſelf : When we reflect, that according to the 
apoſtle Paul, where ſin has abounded, grace does 
much more abound; and that the ſame creature 
lor creation] which was originally made ſubject to 
vanity, is to be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption, into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God : When we conſider the parallel which is inſti- 
tuted and carried on by the ſame apoſtle, betwixt the 
firſt and ſecond Adam, in his epiſtle to the Romans; 
and his expreſs aſſertion in another, that “ as inAdam ' 
all die, even ſo in C rift ſhall all be made alive; but. 
every man in bis tn order: In a word, when we. 
duly conſider that there is a certain reſtitution of ait 
5 „ | - «© THINGS, 


* Luke Chap. XII. + 1 Gor. XV. 22, 23. 
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«© are higher than the earth,“ faith the 
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4e Hs, pen of by the month of all the hicly pro- 
phets ſince the world began? When we duly Con- 
ſider theſe things, 1 ſay, light and comfort ariſe” out 
of darkneſs and ſorrow. And we may, without the 
leaſt preſumption, conclude ' in general that, in the 
revolution of ages, ſomething far more grand, inipor- 
tant and glorious than any thing which is vulgarl 
imagined, ſhall actually be the rekilt'of Chrift's Ci. 
ing down from heaven to die on à crbſs, of his reſut- 
rection from the dead, and of his being crowned with 
glory and honor, as Lord both of the a and of the 
ing. The word of God, and his mercy, en- 
dure for ever: Nor will he leave any thing which 
is truly his own work, unfiniſhed, —* L the heavens 


| ord, “0 are 
my ways higher than your ways; and my thoughts 
«than your thoughts My word=that gotth forth 
ut of my mouth hall not return unto the Void, 
« but it ſhall "accompliſh that hich 1 pleafe; ad it 
**, ſhall preſper in the thing wheret6 IV. 54 8 
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To conclude then Let us all, young men ane 
ma: dens, old men and children, love and honor, ex- 
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o-.“ is in Hzavey, and on the "EARTH, and UNDER | 
n- 4 THE EARTH, and ſuch as are in the $24, and ALL 
ut © THAT ARE In THEM, heard 1 ſaying, Bleſſing, and 
honor, and glory, and power be unto Him that 
the „ ſitteth u pon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
or- 10 ever * K ever.!“ Aux 


T 
. NV. 13. 
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gid, PSALM XL. qa—1. 
1d it N full, Aſſemblies I have told 
+2 Thy Truth and Righteouſneſs at large 
590 Nor ail, Thou know 7 my Lips id Lee 

From uttering what thou gav'ſt in Charge ; ö 
Nor kept within my Breaſt confin'd, - a 
Thy Faithfulneſs, and ſaving Grace ; P 
Bur preach'd thy Love, for all defign'd 
That all might That, and Truth embrace. 
Then let thoſe Mercies I declar'd | 
Do others, Lord, extend to me: 
Thy loving Kindneſs my Reward, 


Thy Truth my fafe Protection be ! 
W . 
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